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THE  PENNSYLVANIA  BEEKEEPER 

Official  organ  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Beekeepers'  Association.     Published 
Quarterly.     Membership  and  Subscription  Price  inclusive  $1.00. 


PUBLISHING   COMMITTEE 

PROF.    E.   J.   ANDERSON 

FREDERICK   HAHMAN 

HARRY   W.   BEAVER 

HARRY    B.   KIRK 


OFFICERS    OF   THE   ASSOCIATION 

PRPJSIDENT Dr.  H.  A.  Surface.  Selinsgrove,  Pa. 

VICE-PRESIDENT Edwin  J.  Anderson,  State  College,  Pa. 

SECRETARY-TREASURER Charles  N.  Greene,  Troy,  Pa. 

We  are  printing  a  part  of  the  addresses  of  the  Harrisburg  convention, 

which   give  seasonal  advice.  .     ,    ,    , 

The  balance  of  the  addresses  that  we  are  able  to  secure  will  be  included 

in  the  July  issue. 

MINUTES  OF  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA   STATE 

BEEKEEPERS    ASSOCIATION,    JANUARY    21-22,    1931 

Rooms    E    and    B,    Pennsylvania    State    Farm    Products   Show   Building. 

WEDNESDAY   MORNING,   ROOM   E 
The  hour  having  arrived  for  opening  the  convention,  the  secretary    Mr. 
Charles  N    Greene,  called  the  meeting  to  order.     Neither  the  President  nor 
the  Vice-Pres[de^    having  arrived.  Mr.  Elmer  Cornwall  was  chosen  temporary 

""^'^"Mrcornwall   took   the  chair  and   requested   Rev.   Martin  G.  Hepner  to 
offer   oraver      There  were  at  this  time   forty-three  present. 

M r  E  J  Anderson  having  entered  the  room,  he  relieved  Mr.  Cornwall 
at  th^  chair  The  secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  at 
fength  There  being  no  corrections  the  minutes  were  approved  as  read.  The 
sccfetary  reld  the  financial  statement  for  1930   (which  follows  as  approved 

""'  "^r^^^^'^L,   committee   have   examined   the   accounts   of 
the  secretary-treasurer,  C.   N.  Greene,  and  find  them   correct. 

SUMMARY  OF  ACCOUNTS  $1652.66 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  23,  1930  ■"     ly^Qo 

Dues   received  to  Jan.  21,  1931  ^^  44 

Interest  received  on  savings  account 

$1881.10 

EXPENSES    1930—  «^g  59 

Secretary   paid  Geo.  Gay  ^^'^g 

Secretary   paid   VanKuren - gg 

Secretary  paid  H.  W.  Beaver  ^'^^ 

Secretary   paid   Ribbon  Badges   ^'^^ 

Secretary  paid  Printing  ^'^^ 

Secretary   paid  VanKuren   ^'^^ 

Secretary   paid   Marshall   Cole  250 

Secretary  paid   VanKuren   --"---"■--"""■":■ ;;..  46.25  $131.03 

Secretary  paid  VanKuren   (Pub.  Com.)   _^ 

$1750.07 


Summary  of  cash  on  hand—  a.ico9  on 

Permanent  Account  Fund,  Grange  National  Bank  ^■^^^^•J;^ 

Checking  Account,  Grange  National  Bank  '^>«-  -' 

STATEMENT  OF  THE   PUBLISHING   COMMITTEE   1930 

Paid   for   Envelopes   $14.50  Received   from   Advts $168.50 

Express    Printing    90  Paid  by  C.  N.  Greene 89.54 

May   Issue  Printing   66.75  ~ 

Postage  May  Issue  6.48  -        $258.04 

Printing  July  Issue   46.25  Cost   oi   publication 257.54 

Postage  July  Issue  6.93  — - 

Printing  October  Issue  60.00  Balance  50 

Postage  October  Issue  6.85  Signed 

Printing   January    Issue   42.75  FREDEPJCK   HAHMAN 

Postage  January  Issue  6.13  ^    ^    STRITTMATTER 

Total    Cost   $257.54  HOWARD   MILLER 

The  noon  hour  not  having  arrived  the  program  was  advanced  and  Mr. 
Thomas  A.  Berkey  was  called  upon  for  his  discussion,  "Advertising  and  Sell- 
ing Honey."  After  the  discussion  oa  this  topic  the  convention  adjourned  for 
the  noon  hour. 

WEDNESDAY    AFTERNOON,   JANUARY    21,    1931 

ROOM  E 

The   President    took   charge   and   opened   the   meeting  and   gave   his   ad- 

dress. 

There   were  sixty-five  present.     The  President    announced   the   following 

committees  i 

AUDITING— Frederick    Hahman,    Frank    J.    Strittmatter     and     Howard 

Miller. 

RESOLUTIONS— Dr.    Willis    A.   Lewis,    Benjamin    S.    Garber,    Donald    A. 

Woods,   Charles  S.   Hess,  and  William  H.  Earnshaw. 

STATE  FARM  PRODUCTS  SHOW— Dr.  H.  A.  Surface,  Charles  N. 
Greene,  and  Frederick  Hahman. 

The  afternoon  program  was  taken  up  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Strittmatter,  Brad- 
ley Junction,  was  called  for  his  discussion,  "Bottling  and  Selling  Honey." 
The  very  helpful  address  was  about  concluded  when  the  Hon.  W^illiam  A. 
McSparran,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  came  into  the  room  and  was  invited 
to  speak  to  the  beekeepers 

The  Secretary  spoke  at  some  length  and  said  that  the  beekeepers'  edu- 
cational and  inspection  service  will  with  other  of  the  agricultural  activities 
and  problems  have  his  earnest  attention  during  his  administration.  Hearty 
applause   greeted   and   followed   the   Secretary's  address   and   presence. 

Mr.  Charles  A.  Reese,  State  Apiary  Inspector  of  Ohio,  was  recognized 
and  invited  to  address  the  beekeepers.  He  spoke  of  the  inspection  service 
in  Ohio,  and  stated  that  it  was  planned  to  speed  up  and  increase  the  Ohio 
clean-up  area  inspection  service.  He  assured  the  Pennsylvania  beekeeporo 
and  inspectors  the  attention  and  work  on  the  Ohio  side  of  the  state  line 
that  will  make  the  Ohio-Pennsylvania  area  a  good  place  for  beekeeping. 

The  addresses  of  Mr.  Elmer  G.  Cornwell,  "Selling  Honey  in  an  Off  Year"; 
Dr.  E.  F.  Phillips,  "Retension  of  Quality  in  Preparing  Honey  for  Market,'* 
and  Mr.  D.  C.  Babcock,  "Honey,  Why  People  Don't  Buy  It,"  followed.  The 
large  number  of  questions  and  discussions  suggest  the  interest  with  which 
the  beekeepers  had  listened  to  each  address  and  the  information  which 
they  had  received. 

The  hour  of  5:30  P.  M.  having  arrived  the  program  was  modified  in 
order  to  permit  the  beekeepers  to  enjoy  the  special  service  arranged  at  the 
Jackson  cafeteria  on  the  second  floor  of  the  State  Farm  Products  Show 
Building,  this  buildljig,  for  the  Boys  and  Girls  4-H  Clubs  of  Pennsylvania 
and   the   Pennsylvania   State    Beekeepers   Association. 

Mr.  Frederick  Hahman,  Altoona,  was  called  and  discussed  "Oddities  in 
Bee  Behavior." 


ODDITIES    IN    BEE    BEHAVIOR 
Frederick   Hahman 

To  demonstrate  that  bees  are  prone  to  behave  in  an  odd  manner  is  not 
my  purpose.  All  of  the  activities  of  bees  are  regulated  in  exact  conform- 
ity with  their  natural  instincts,  however,  bees  will  react  at  times  in  a 
manner  which  seems  odd  to  us,  merely  from  the  fact  that  conditions  under 
which  they  do  so  have  been  brought  about  by  some  unusual  interference 
with  their  natural  functions. 

All  of  us  have  at  times  felt  puzzled,  to  know,  why  the  bees  would  do 
so  and  so  without  giving  a  thought  as  to  what  may  have  been  the  contrib- 
uting  factor,   interfering   with  their  regulai    natural  life   habits. 

About   four   or   five  years   ago,  a  colony  headed   by   a  fine  queen  started 
queen  cells    preparatory  to  swarming.     Desiring  to  save  some  of  these  cells, 
the  queen  being  a  clipped  one,  a  close  watch  was  kept.     They  were  allowed 
to  swarm    the  queen  was  captured,  the  hive  removed  and  the  swarm  per- 
mitted to  return  to  the  new  hive,  placed  on  the  old  stand.     Five  large  queen 
cells   were   cut   out   and   utilized.     One  fine  cell  was  left  to  hatch  and  the 
balance  destroyed.     In  due  time  a  virgin  queen  emerged  in  this  parent  hive. 
When   the  time   arrived  for  this  queen   to  be  fertile,  I  noticed  that  no 
(CSS  were  present  in  the  cells,  nor  were  any  laid  subsequently.     The  queen 
was  laree    plump  and  well   formed,  Tooked  exactly  and  acted  like  a  laying 
cueen      She  moved  about  on  the  combs  in  a  slow  and  sedate  manner  and 
'as  shown  every  deference  by  the  workers.     Partly  to  keep  up  the  waning 
stren^  h  of  the  colony  and  partly  as  a  coaxer   to  induce  the  Q^een  to  com- 
mence laying,  I  gave  combs  of  eggs,  taken  mainly  from  the  sisters  Of  this 
quTen   who  by  this -time  weie  heading  other  colonies,  but  to  no  avail.    I  have 
had  many  freak  queens,  drone  layers,  queens  that  were  crippled  in  one  way 
or  another  and   virgin  queens  that  never  mated,  but  in  all   the  years  that 
I  have  kept  bees  I  had  never  owned  one  that  seemed  to  be  a  perfect  speci- 
men, with  all  the  earmarks  of  a  laying  queen,  yet  laid  no  eggs. 

Finally  I  sent  this  queen,  accompanied  by  a  letter  of  explanation  to  Mr^ 
Hambleton     in   Washington.     In   due   time   I   received   the   reply.     That  the 
^ue^n  was'  a  fertiL  queen  and  had  evidently  received  a  mechanical  injury 
which  prevented  her  from  depositing  her  eggs."     And   then  Mr.  Hambleton 
added,  ''We  receive  a  number  of  such  queens  every  year. 

fLi-Iv   in   June     1928,   in   removing   upper   stories    from    ten    or    twelve 
coloniofto  substitute  comb  honey  supers,  thru  -"-^^f  "^^f^^riaren 
haws  bv  some  oversight  in  the  hurry,  the  queen  of  colony  No.  48  ^^s  taKen 
aCg  a'L  e^"nts  subsequently  proved  and  placed  over  a  weak  colony.  No.  61. 
In  coine  over  the  colonies  a  week  later.  No.  48  was  found  to  be  doing 
poor'worTfnX  comb  honey  sections,  as  colonies  sometimes  ar^^^^^^^^^^ 
o  begin  work  in  section  boxes,  I  gave  the  incident  no  ^^^^J^f  J.^^^f '  ^^^^^^ . 
renioved  the  section  supers  lo  other  ^olonie^s    replacmg  them  w^^^^^ 
of  dry  standard  combs.     After  another  week  ^^^  P^^^^^^^^^f^^o^^^^^^    brood 

'•™.:^  '.vri'  r:r;'.a!  r;.?e':-  :ii\:'£-j::',r.,\^^. 

had  Ave  lo  six  eggs  In  each. 

AS  grafted  queen   cells  almost  ripe    happened  to  be  on  ^jand.  I   Placed 

one  in  a  West  cell   protector,  fastened  it  °°.„a^^^°"']'i,^^'l^°  ^clny  haW^^ 
which  had  a  batch  of  eggs  in  the  center,  and  inserted  it  m  the  colony  naving 

the  laying  workers. 

Giving  the  cell  ample  time  to  hatch,  I  fo^^^d  fat  the  virgin  had  ^erged 
and  was  running  about  on  one  of  the  combs,  the  empty  cells  of  the  given 


comb  had  been  duly  appropriated  by  the  laying  workers  and  filled  with  eggs 
to  capacity. 

The  small  drones  all  seemed  to  hatch  from  the  central  part  of  the  brood 
nest,  the  surrounding  cells  contained  eggs,  with  but  few  scattering  larvea 
that  had  hatched,  it  seemed  that  the  eggs  were  being  removed  and  the  cells 
replenished  with  newly  laid  eggs. 

When  it  was  time  for  the  young  queen  to  lay,  I  made  an  examination 
and  found  the  queen  on  the  last  comb  examined  one  of  sealed  honey  on 
the  far  side  of  the  hive,  having  a  row  of  empty  cells  adjoining  the  bottom 
bar  of  the  frame  where  she  had  deposited  eggs. 

Late  that  afternoon  I  removed  one  of  the  combs  and  inserted  a  comb 
of  sealed  brood  with  bees  taken  from  a  strong  colony. 

Unfortunately  other  business  kept  me  from  visiting  the  apiary  next 
day.  On  the  following  day  my  first  act  was  to  see  how  things  were  pro- 
gressing. I  found  a  small  heap  of  dead  bees  dropped  down  before  the  en- 
trance which  I  had  previously  contracted.  My  first  thought  was,  there's  been 
a  fight,  I  should  have  caged  my  queen,  perhaps  she  is  lost  now.  However, 
on  lifting  up  the  comb  of  sealed  brood.  I  saw  her  contentedly  moving  among 
the  bees;  all  was  peaceful,  no  excitement,  no  fighting  of  any  kind.  Thinking 
that  some  of  the  new  comers  had  been  killed,  I  found  on  examination  that 
the  dead  bees  before  the  entrance  were  all  of  the  old  shiny  kind  and  that 
the  bees  in  the  hive  were  a  mixed  lot  of  the  new  fuzzy  and  old  shiny  ones. 

This  circumstance  looked  like  a  puzzler  to  me  and  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  after  the  advent  of  the  younger  bees  and  the  queen  establishing 
herself  among  them,  all  the  workei  bees  of  the  colony  turned  upon  the 
pseudo  queens  and  dispatched  them  the  same  as  they  would  do  to  any  inter- 
lopers. 

The  generally  accepted  theory  in  the  text  books  is,  that  ofter  a  laying 
queen  is  accepted  in  a  colony  having  laying  workers,  the  laying  workers 
mend  their  ways  and  take  up  the  orderly  toil  of  the  colony. 

It  must  be  taken  under  consideration  that  the  colony  in  question  was 
a  very  strong  populous  one,  made  suddenly,  hopelessly,  queenless,  developing 
a  large  number  of  laying  workers,  evident  from  the  great  quantity  of 
eggs  laid.  Furthermore,  the  comb  of  brood  and  uees  was  given  just  at  the 
time  when  the  young  queen  started  laying.  Under  such  conditions  it  is  likely 
that  the  bees  made  a  sudden  onslaught  on  the  masquerading  queens. 

Another  odd  circumstance  is,  that  the  army  of  small  drones  disappeared 
in  less  than  a  week's  time.  I  did  not  notice  that  the  bees  hustled  them 
out.  It  is  true  that  this  colony  no  longer  had  any  use  for  drones  and 
.would  naturally  get  rid  of  them;  at  the  same  time  the  balance  of  the  col- 
onies in  the  apiary  were  not  evicting  drones.  I  wondered  if  these  small 
drones  were  shorter  lived  than  the  drone  progeny  of  a  queen? 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  interrogations  and  discussion  following  this 
paper   the   beekeepers'   program   was   suspended   until   after  dinner. 

The  beekeepers  went  to  the  Jackson  Cafeteria  in  a  group  where  they 
were  seated  together  and  delightfully  served. 

After  dinner  the  beekeepers  returned  to  Room  "E"  for  the  balance  of 
the  day's   program. 

Professor  E.  J.  Anderson,  Apiary  Extension  Specialist,  State  College, 
presented  his  discussion  "Variation  in  Seasonal  Management  of  Bees."  A 
number  of  questions  and  discussions  followed  the  address  after  which  it 
was  decided  to  adjourn.  The  President  requested  the  beekeepers  to  come  in 
the   morning  at   nine   o'clock   promptly.     The    meeting   adjourned. 
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SPRING    MANAGEMENT 

Spring  management  and  its  phases  of  beekeeping  make  up  the  first 
stepping  stones  to  success  or  failure.  After  the  long  winter  months  many 
colonies  will  be  weak  with  small  prospects  of  building  up  in  time  for  the 
honey  flow.  Such  colonies  may  be  united  with  colonies  of  medium  strength 
or  they   may   be  strenghtened  with  queenless   packages. 

Decided  efforts  should  be  made  to  get  every  colony 
tion  for  the  early  honey  flow.  The  first  step  should  be 
with  wind  protection  if  they  do  not  already  have  it.  Bees  in  cold  open  loca- 
tion seldom  produce  a  good  honey  crop..  They  suffer  heavy  winter  losses 
and  are  slow  to  build  up  again  in  spring.  A  high  board  fence  makes  a 
good  permanent  protection.  Corn  stalks  woven  between  wires  or  burlap 
stretched  between  posts  will  make  temporary  windbre-^TvS.  The 
windbreak  should  be  left  standing  until  the  end  of  June.  Wind 
also  helps  to  lengthen  the  life  of  the  field  bees. 

An  abundance  of  food  for  brood  rearing  is 
to  seventy-five  pounds  of  honey  must  be  fed  to 
insure  a  profitable  colony.  Occasional  feeding  of  the  colony  by  the  bee- 
keeper may  be  required  especially  during  a  backward  spring.  If  the  weather 
during  the  later  part  of  April  and  the  month  of  May  is  cold  and  rainy  the 
bees  will  generally  suffer  from  lack  of  food.  It  is  also  true  that  these  condi- 
tions in  April  and  May  encourage  a  good  honey  flow  in  June. 

Young  vigorous  queens  are  less  essential  than  plenty  of  food.  If  any 
queen  scatteis  her  eggs,  is  slow  to  expand  the  brood  chamber  or  lays  even 
an  occasional  drone  egg  in  worker  cells  she  should  be  replaced  early.  Early 
requeening  should  be  done  during  the  later  part  of  April  so  the  new  queen 
has  time  to  build  up  a  good  colony  before  the  honey  flow  in  June. 

During  the  past  few  years  the  most  successful  comb  honey  producers 
have  been  the  ones  who  have  started  the  bees  to  work  in  an  empty  shallow 
frame  super  above  either  a  one  or  a  two  story  colony.  The  shallow  super 
with  drawn  combs  should  be  placed  on  all  normal  or  strong  colonies  at  the 
beginning  of  the  fruit  bloom.  It  is  placed  above  a  queen  excluder  so  as  to 
prevent  the  queen  from  laying  eggs  in  the  shallow  frames.  The  early 
honey  is  then  stored  in  the  shallow  frames  as  surplus  otherwise  it  would 
be  stored  in  the  brooding  chamber  there  to  crowd  the  queen  and  become  a 
detriment  to  the  development  of  the  colony. 

When  the  shallow  super  has  honey  stored  in  all  but  the  two  outer 
frames  a  section  super  should  be  placed  underneath.  At  the  same  time  the 
queen  excluder  should  be  taken  from  the  hive  since  the  section  super 
serves  as  a  queen  excluder.  Additional  section  supers  should  be  added  as 
needed. 

During  the  swarming  season  all  colonies  in  the  open  should  be  provided 
with  light  shade  boards.  Additional  ventilation  between  the  body  and  the 
bottom  board  should  also  be  provided  for  all  normal  or  strong  colonies. 
The  ventilating  space  is  provided  by  placing  a  one  half  or  a  one  inch  block 
between  the  bottom  board  and  the  body.  One  of  these  blocks  should  be 
placed  at  each  corner  of  the  hive. 


THURSDAY   MORNING,  JANUARY  22,   1931 
Pennsylvania  State   Farm   Products  Show   Building,   Room    B 

An  unprecedented  congestion  of  street  and  street  railway  cars  delayed 
opening  of  the  meeting  until  nearly  half  past  nine.  The  attendance  was  47 
when  the  President  called  the  meeting  to  order. 

The    first    speaker   on    the    program    was    not    present.      Mr.    Harry    W. 


Ill 


Polimation  Wo?k""'The''oS.unu/7o;'jr'  T'""^"."^  ^^^^  '»'■  Orchard 
was  indicated  and  itsTaccesT^TnJZ  t  f  '"''^'^  °'  beekeeping  activity 
beekeeper.  Only  stronr  colon"  s  ilfed  ?h  "''.°°  '°'T^  """^"S*'^  ^"^  "i^ 
^vork  will  meet   .equirenients  advantageously    for    the    expected 

The  discussion  was  of  gieat  interest. 

Mr.   D.   C.   Babcock    presented   his  tsiihio^t   "i^i,„   r>  ^   ™ 

wax."  The  substitution  of  vegetable  wavpl  hli  /'"''"''^  ^''^'"'^  °^  ^^es- 
for  pure  beeswax,  caused  arrccumniul«H„n  f  k^'"'*'^''^^''  ^^^  '^eniand 
alarming  reduction  of  market  vaCs  Pnh.h?  K^f'''^^  ^""^  •""""^'^t  ^^ 
may  be  expected  new  usel  for  bee" wax  lu^,l\^''^T  -5"^  «'"*''''  change 
rolled  beeswax  candles  for  decomfK  p  Lh  ■  ■  ^°""''-  ^''*^  superiority  of 
exhibits  from  the  A  I  Rnm  p^n'  a"", 'el'R'ous  purposes  was  shown  by 
interest  manifested  ComPany.     Many   interrogations   indicated   the 

called '■and7ircu'lse''d 'his 'subj'r  "'  ""''''''  "^^f'^^^'""  '»  Pennsylvania,  was 


APIARY    INSPECTION    WORK    IN    PENNSYLVANIA 
H.   B.    Kirk,   Chief   Apiary   l.nspector 

P.ete\^:p'^'ction':raif  apIaHe?  if  .Te^^J.rto^',"'''''^''--^  ^°  "-'^'^  -  eom- 
wUh   bee  diseases   and   ass    rin\^rdicat  ng   them"'"Ar  "f  ^''''"^  ^''^'^'^^ 

^t:e^^iv^-or;^=oVr?h'r"^^^^^ 

hivefTntrif  iroisi*;^:  I'o^^i^rcti^^eTs.rfcti"  ^'r'"^.^^  '^^  ■•"-- 

are  in  movable  frame  hives  ^"ectne  inspection   work   unless  the   bees 

worK~trtt'ltme\!s°ed1„'rki'':r"roset'  '"  i"^"!^*'-  ^^^  -<^"-<'onal 
Should  be  spent  instead  for  disease^^roTwH'    "'  '"'"  considerable  and 

P.an''l'hat'"rs"  ,o  i'^spe^t'  eve,.y  colonv^':;f  ^  ""  ""  •^"-^^''^'^  ^^  ^'-""1' 
an  effort  to  induce  the  beekeeperl To^  b  ,n  hT  '"  ^  ^'7"  '"^'"'^'  "^n"  "'akL 
tion.     If  the  beekeeper  "ishes^n  i  1?  ,      ^'''^''^^^  colonies  on  first  inspec- 

is  issued  with  instr'ucuons  to  ,  °  a,  as  direcTenT  h  "^  "'"'•*^^"  ^^^^^^  "°''ce 
made  to  see  that  the  disease  h,f«  t  d'lected  and  a  second  inspection  is 
frames  and  honey  from  iTsea, erf  Li"  successfully  controlled.  Burning 
illegal  hives  it  has  bTen  C  policy  o"f"thf  nT'.'  'ecommended.  As  "o 
issue  a  fourteen  days'  notice  as    nr«l  "f  ,"^Partment    of   Agriculture    to 

spection  if  the  beekeeper  has  no  reported  ttT^lf  T  "V"*^^  ^  «*'«°n^  '"" 
iransferred  or  destroyed.  "epoited  that  the  bees   have   been  either 

instru^t'fonThaTe'„'ot"be™na,"crolr  ""'"  "^"--"--^  '^  'be  inspec.or-.s 
rund'sM'7ur''2;:sl!!°?rTs''^„e°Jcesra^.rthat  V'^  T'  ^^   *^^   ""'"ed 

not  had  an  inspectron^.'^Vny":  s  sfan'e'Tf  m,?'  ^  "t^-^-P-^  -bo'Lv" 
mg  promptly  wHh  instructions  ardsendm^  in  no  '°"'  ^"''"'"^  '"'  ^""'P'^' 
wiU  ^help  materially  in  our  inspection   work  '         ''°''''   completed. 

unnecesVy^lxp'eLet'inconveLetranTthe'r  '""'"  "'^  "^'^'^^^P^'-  =1"^ 
are  a  direct  benefit  to  the  beekeepe,  himse  7^'-^™*'"''  "  ^°"°^^«'1  ""^ 
control  or  transferring  will  be  glad  v  rppi?,    ii  k  ^t^  'nquiries  as  to  disease 

'""Mr  %:rlTWr'''-'    Hl^'ifbu'i.g.^^/^n^  y  v^a^:  "'"^^  ^^'^''^  ^-P-^-"' 

Penn^ylv«n^7.^  Closrat^entLTwrrg'^'^rirt.  ^  '»'«  "-  "B"  man  in 
fectPd  Brood  Combs."  ^''"^^    ^^    ^^«    discussion    "Gassing    In- 
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GASSING   OF    BROOD   COMBS 
Harry    W.    Beaver 

Fellow    beekeepers,    I    have    been    experimenting    along    this    line    this 
summer   on   a   more   or  less   large   scale.     My   object   in   gassing   instead   of 
immersing  as  formerly  was  to  expedite  the  disinfection  job  with  less  labor. 
As  we  all  know^  who  have  tried  it,  fishing  combs  out  of  a  tank  on  a  hot  day 
and    extracting   out    the    solution,    is    not   the    pleasantcst    of   work.      Hence, 
1  have  built  a  room  nine  feet   sciuare  and  eight  feet  high  holding  two  hun- 
dred  and   twenty-five   supers   of  combs,  covering  the   top,   bottom  and   sides 
with  three  ply  roofing  and  cementing  the  joints  to  make  a  gas  proof  room. 
T   made   a  trap  door   in  the  roof  one   foot   sciuare   through   which   I   put  the 
solution.     After  filling  the  room  with  supers  I  sealed  t!ie  door  air  tight  and 
took  a  dipper  and  throw   twelve  gallons  of  a  two  alcohol  to  one,  forty  per 
cent  formalin  solution  over  the  top  of  the  supers  and  closed  it  up  and  left 
it  a  week  and  put  in  eight  more  gallons  of  the  same  mixture  and  left  it  two 
weeks   more.     These   were  all   extracting   combs   except    one   super  of  badly 
infected  brood  combs.     I  sent  a  sampl:   of  one  of  these  combs  to  Washing- 
ton with   instructions  to  test  the  sealed   cells,  but  there  did  not  happen  to 
be  any  that  were  totally  sealed  but  had  minute  holes  in  the  cappings.  how- 
ever,  they   made   cultures   from   thirteen   of  these   and   not   one  showed   any 
giowth   whatever,   so   the   conclusion    is  that  they   are   sterile.     This   proves 
to  be  a  quick  easy  way  to  sterilize  combs.     I  do  not  know  how  much  less 
time  could  be  exposed  and  still  be  sterile,  or  if  one  could  get  perfect  ster- 
ilization by  using  less  of  Ihe   solution.     However,  it    is   well   to  err  on   the 
safe  side. 

As  a  warning  I  wish  to  say,  make  your  gas  chamber  perfectly  gas 
proof,  if  you  smell  gas  while  it  is  supposed  to  be  sealed  it  is  leaking  and 
will  not  be  efficient  and  your  work  will  be  of  no  account.  Also,  wash  the 
combs  before  giving  to  the  bees  or  you  will  kill  them,  even  if  they  have 
been  aired  a  week  or  more.  You  must  also  have  the  temperature  of  the 
room  above  seventy-five  F.  or  there  will  not  be  enough  evaporation  hence, 
iiot  enough  gas,  although  the  alcohol  aids  materially  in  making  gas.  I  ex- 
l)ect  to  experiment  further  the  coming  season. 


When  called  upon  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  were  ready  to  report. 
Rev.  Willis  A.  Lewis,  Chairman,  made  the  report.  The  Resolutions  were 
read,  section  by  section,  and  after  the  reading  of  each  section  an  oppor- 
tunity was  given  for  objections  and  changes.  No  objections  and  no  correc- 
tions having  been  offered  the  Resolutions  were  regularly  adopted  as  read. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bee  Keepers  Association  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  held  January  21  and  22,  1931.  in  the  Farm  Show 
Building  at   Harrisburg,   Pa.,  the  following  resolutions   were  adopted: 

First-  Be  it  resolved  that  we  express  to  the  State  Department  of  Ag- 
riculture our  hearty  appreciation  of  the  excellent  new  and  permanent  quar- 
ters erected  for  the  Annual  State  Farm  Products  Show  and  its  consequent 
conventions,  also  for  the  commodious  quarters  provided  for  the  meeting 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bee  Keepers  Association. 

Second-  Be  it  resolved  that  we  not  only  endorse,  but  encourage,  the 
Clean  Up  Campaign  and  that  it  be  continued  with  renewed  vigor  until  the 
entire  State  of  Pennsylvania  be  adequately  covered  and  Foul  Brood  be 
eradicated  To  this  end  we  recommend  that  additional  moneys  be  appro- 
priated by  the  State  so  that  an  adequate  number  of  new  inspectors  may 
be  employed  to  accomplish   this  Clean  Up  work   most   speedily. 

Third-  Be  it  resolved  that  we  express  our  hearty  appreciation  and 
thanks  to  our  newly  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  State  Ag- 
riculture, Honorable  John  H.  McSparran.  for  the  practical  interest  he  mam- 


fested  in  the  Bee  Industry  by  his  presence  and  excellent  address  that  he 
delivered  before  our  meeting  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  January  21,  and  we 
do  hereby  express  ourselves  in  hearty  sympathy  with  his  ideals  expressed 
for  the  promotion  of  the  higher  interests  of  the  agricultural  industry  of 
the  State,  and  we  further  pledge  him  fullest  co-operation. 

Fourth:  Be  it  resolved  that  we  re-affirm  our  resolution  of  one  year 
ago,  namely  that  there  is  an  urgent  need  of  the  establishment  of  an  Agri- 
cultural Experiment  Station  in  and  for  this  State,  and  that  we  hereby  in- 
struct the  officers  of  our  State  Association  to  respectfully  request  the  es- 
tablishment of  such  an  experimental  station  at  State  College.  And  further. 
we  hereby  pledge  State  College  our  faithful  co-operation  in  this  new  depar- 
ture if  they  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  take  it  up.  And  be  it  further  re- 
solved that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  each,  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  State  College. 

Fifth:  Be  it  resolved  that  we  express  our  appreciation  in  the  presence 
of  and  the  active  interest  expressed  by  their  presence  and  excellent,  very 
suggestive  and  helpful  addresses  of  the  following  gentlemen:  Prof.  E.  C. 
Phillips  of  Cornell  University;  Prof.  E.  C.  Carr,  State  Bee  Inspector  for 
New  Jersey  and  Prof.  Charles  Reese,  State  Bee  Inspector  for  Ohio. 

Sixth:  Be  it  resolved  that  we  hereby  express  our  appreciation  of  the 
continued  faithful  and  untiring  services  rendered  by  our  competent  secre- 
tary,  Mr.   Charles   N.   Greene. 

Seventh:  Be  it  resolved  that  we,  the  members  of  the  Bee  Keepers  As- 
sociation of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  believing  that  culinary  products 
prepared  with  honey  constitute  a  sizeable  outlet  for  honey,  and  believing 
that  the  use  of  honey  in  the  preparation  of  such  products  should  be  en- 
couraged, and  believing  that  the  recognition  and  reward  for  merit  as  for- 
merly recognized  and  granted  by  the  State  Farm  Products  Show  Commis- 
sion was  of  distinct  value  in  promoting  the  use  and  sale  of  honey  for  this 
purpose:  Therefore,  be  it  resolved  that  we  recommend  to  the  State  Farm 
Products  Show  Commission  that  this  class  be  restored  to  the  Apiary  Pro- 
ducts Display.  In  this  resolution  we  are  in  accord  with  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Lehigh  Valley  Bee  Keepers  Association  at  their  annual 
meeting  and  we  believe  with  them  that  if  each  entry  be  accompanied  with 
the  recipe  or  formula  by  which  the  product  was  prepared,  showing  the 
quantity  and  kind  of  honey  used  in  its  preparation,  so  as  to  aid  in  judging 
its  quality  and  value  as  a  honey  product,  and  an  aid  to  honey  sales,  would 
be  an  aid  to  bee  keepers  as  well  as  an  addition  to  the  attr^ictiveness  and 
variety  of  the  Apiary   Department  of  the  Farm   Products   Show. 

Dr.  Willis   A.  Lewis 
William  H.   Earnshaw 
Benj.   F.   Garber 
Resolutions    Committee. 

The  President  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Bee  Keepers  were 
the  only  agricultural  organization  having  its  presiding  officer  a  member  of 
the  present  legislature.  He  assured  the  beekeepers  that  he  would  zealously 
guard  their  interests  and  do  his  utmost  to  discriminate  between  poor  and 
fool  legislation. 

The  annual  election  of  officers  being  suggested,  there  was  no  objec- 
tion and  the  president  announced  that  the  Annual  Election  of  officers  was 
in  order.  He  appointed  Mr.  Frederick  Hahman  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Strittmatter, 
tellers.  The  tellers  were  directed  to  prepare,  distribute,  collect  and  count, 
ballots  as  the  election   proceeded. 

The  President  asked  for  nominations  to  fill  the  office  of  President. 

The  following  nominations  were  made:  Dr.  H.  A.  Surface,  William 
Glebe,  for  President. 

A   motion   prevailed   that   nominations   close. 
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The  tellers   proceeded   with  the  election  of  President. 

The  President  asked  for  nominations  for  the  office  of  Vice-President. 

The  following  nominations  were  made:  Frederick  Hahman  and  E.  J. 
Anderson. 

When  a  motion  was  made  that  the  number  nominated  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent be  increased.  The  motion  was  seconded.  A  discussion  followed  in 
which  it  developed  that  the  Constitution  specified  specifically  that  there  is 
but  one  office  of  Vice-President  to  be  filled  at  this  election.  Constitution, 
Pennsylvania  State  Bee  Keepers  Association,  ARTICLE  III.  The  motion 
w^as  therefore  declared  out  of  order. 

During  the  discussion  in  order  to  facilitate  the  election  of  officers, 
nominations  were  asked  for  Secretary-Treasurer. 

The  following  nominations  w6re  made:  Charles  N.  Greene,  E.  J.  An- 
derson. 

A   motion    prevailed   that   nominations   close. 

The  tellers  proceeded  with  the  election  of  Secretary-Treasurer. 

The  tellers  announced  that  they  were  prepared  to  report  the  result  of 
the  election  of  President.  They  stated  that  Dr.  H.  A.  Surface  received  a 
majority  of  all   the   votes   cast   for  President. 

The  Secretary-Treasurer,  upon  request,  relieved  the  President  and  de- 
clared Dr.  H.  A.  Surface,  President  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Bee  Keepers 
Association  for  1931. 

The  tellers  announced  that  they  were  prepared  to  report  the  result  of 
the  election  of  Secretary-Treasurer.  They  stated  that  Charles  N.  Greene  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  for  Secretary-Treasurer.  The  Presi- 
dent declared  Charles  N.  Greene,  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Bee  Keepers  Association  for  1931. 

The  President   called   for  nominations   for  Vice-President. 

The  following  nominations  were  made:  E.  J.  Anderson  and  Harry  B. 
Kirk. 

A  motion  prevailed  that  nominations  close. 

The    tellers    proceeded    with   the    election   of   Vice-President. 

The  tellers  announced  that  they  were  prepared  to  report  the  result 
of  the  election  of  Vice-President.  They  stated  that  E.  J.  Anderson  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  for  Vice-President.  The  President 
declared  E.  J.  Anderson  Vice-President  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bee  Keepers 
Association  for  1931. 

At  the  conclusion  of  t^ie  election  of  officers.  Dr.  E.  F.  Phillips  was 
called  and  discussed  "The  Effect  of  Temperature  on  the  Aging  of  Bees." 
This  lecture  was  of  the  same  great  interest  as  the  two  delivered  yesterday 
and  this  morning.  If  possible  the  lecture  appealed  a  little  stronger  to  them 
because  it  gave  many  a  keener  idea  of  temperature  problems  when  bees 
are  protected  during  the  winter.  At  the  close  of  the  discussion  a  rousing 
rising  vote  of  appreciation  was  given  Dr.  Phillips  for  coming  and  render- 
ing such  valuable  service.  At  this  time  votes  of  appreciation  and  thanks 
were  given  to  Mr.  D.  ^.  Babcock  and  Dr.  Charles  Reese. 

A  motion  was  regularly  made  and  carried  to  continue  the  publication  of 
the   "Official   Organ"   as   heretofore. 

The  Publishing  Committee  were  given  a  vote  of  thanks  and  the  Presi- 
dent  re-appointed  all   the  members  for  the  current  year. 

Publishing  Committee:  Harry  W.  Beaver,  chairman;  E.  J.  Anderson, 
Frederick  Hahman  and  Harry  B.  Kirk. 

A  motion  was  regularly  made  and  carried  that  a  copy  of  the  annual 
meeting  be  furnished  to  the  Publishing  Committee  by  March  1,  1931. 

Room  "B"  was  darkened  when  E.  J.  Anderson,  Extension  Apiary  Spe- 
cialist, State  College,  gave  his  illustrated  discussion  "Pennsylvania  Bee 
Keepers  Illustrated."     The  lantern  threw  pictures  of  strange  obsolete   bee- 
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keeping  views  together  with  some  of  the  most  outstanding  views  of  the 
up-to-date  apiaries  and  equipment  in  the  state.  At  the  close  of  the  discus- 
sions and  questions  there  being  no  new  business  and  no  committee  to  re- 
port, the  President  declared  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Bee  Keepers  Association  adjourned,— until  the  next  Annual  Meeting,  Janu- 
ary,  1932. 

Charles   N.   Greene,    Secretary-Treasurer. 


A    STITCH    IN    TIME    SAVES    NINE 

Following  is  a  bit  of  sound  advice  from  Deputy  Inspector,  J.  B.  Hollo- 
peter,  Rockton,  Pa. 

Bee  Inspectors  meet  up  with  some  valuable  experiences.  Perhaps  as 
common  a  one  as  any  is  the  apparent  carelessness  of  a  good  many  bee- 
keepers in  leaving  bees  rob  out  weak  and  dead  colonies  and  otherwise 
making  it  easy  for  American  foul  brood  to  be  spread  about.  Long  before 
the  State  Bee  Inspector  gets  around  in  the  Spring  numerous  colonies  that 
have  died  of  disease  have  already  been  rob"bed  out  and  the  honey  carried 
to  others. 

No  diseased  colony  should  be  wintered  over  and  no  colony  that  died 
of  any  cause  whatsoever  should  be  left  open  for  other  betes  to  rob  out. 
Many  people  in  order  to  be  good  to  the  bees  set  out  honey  in  a  dish  for 
them  to  get  at.  This  teaches  bees  to  rob,  and  robbing  is  one  of  the  best 
ways  to  spread  disease,  and  changing  combs  from  one  hive  to  another  is 
another  good  way  to  spread  it.  Half  starved  bees  that  go  snooping  over 
the  country  are  liable  to  carry  home  diseases,  if  any  exists  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

Attempted  treatment  of  diseased  colonies  by  inexperienced  or  careless 
beekeepers,  who  get  bees  to  robbing  does  more  harm  than  good.  Some 
beekeepers  have  been  known  to  throw  the  diseased  combs  on  a  pile  in  the 
beeyard  where  any  bee  in  flying  distance  could  help  themselves.  Many 
perhaps  do  not  fully  realize  or  know  what  they  are  doing  but  ignorance  is 
costly  to  all  concerned.  Carefulness  along  this  line  is  an  earmark  of  an 
up-to-date,  intelligent  beekeeper,  and  they  are  the  ones  who  succeed  where 
others  are  bound  to  fail. 

Follow  carefully  the  advice  of  your  inspector,  he  is  the  beekeeper's 
best  friend. 


NEWS    NOTES 

A  few  weeks  ago,  a  series  of  cooking  demonstrations  were  sponsored 
by  a  group  of  stores  in  Stroudsburg.  At  each  demonstration  twenty-five 
packages  of  food  were  given  away  to  those  getting  a  lucky  number.  Mr. 
Glebe  offered  an  individual  jar  of  honey  in  each  package.  He  also  provided 
honey  and  honey  recipes  to  be  used  during  the  demonstration.  Over  a 
thousand  were  present  at  the  last  demonstration. 

The  short  course  at  Cornell  was  attended  this  winter  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Glebe,  A.  L.  Trainer  and   Roy  Howell. 

On  February  26th,  the  writer  saw  bees  bringing  in  pollen  in  Delaware 
County,  the  pollen  was  yellow,  it  may  have  come  from  the  elm. 

This  is  a  call  to  the  beekeepers  who  have  not  paid  their  dues  for  at 
least  two  years  to  kindly  send  them  in  to  the  secretary,  C.  N.  Greene,  Troy, 
Pa.,  or  this  may  be  the  last  issue  sent  to  such  members  free. 

Members  of  the  Northern  Pennsylvania  Bee  Keepers  Association  who 
are  in  arrears  are  asked  to  send  their  dues  ($1.00  per  year  for  the  local 
Association,  or  $1.50  for  both  the  local  and  state  associations)  and  receive 
the    Pennsylvania    Bee    Keeper,   and     also    help    support     the     essay     contest 


spoken  of  elsewhere  in  this  number.  This  will  undoubtedly  stimulate  the 
market  for  honey  for  all  the  beekeepers  of  the  country.  Let  us  all  do  our 
part.     So  send  your  money  alojig.  H.  W.  B. 


BRADFORD  COUNTY    NOTES 
By    Harry   W.    Beaver 


The  Northern  Pennsylvania  Bee  Keepers  Association  held  their  four- 
teenth annual  meeting  in  the  Court  House  in  Towanda,  Saturday,  March 
21st.  There  were  nineteen  present.  The  President,  Mr.  C.  N.  Greene  called 
the  meeting  to  order  and  introduced  the  first  speaker,  Prof.  E.  J.  Ander- 
son, of  State  College,  who  gave  an  interesting  stereopticon  talk  on  summer 
management,  followed  by  Dr.  E.  F.  Phillips  of  Cornell  University  who 
talked  on  honey.  He  told  of  their  experiments  at  Cornell  University  on 
preparation  of  honey  for  market  in  order  to  have  it  at  its  best,  thus  in- 
creasing home  consumption.  He  also  had  samples  of  various  kinds  of 
honey  which  had  been  prepared  for  market,  also  a  sample  of  honey  fond- 
ant made  of  pure  honey,  heretofore  deemed  impossible  to  make.  The  next 
speaker,  Mr.  Levi  Fleming,  Deputy  Inspector  for  Bradford  County,  spoke  on 
bee  inspection.  The  Secretary  presented  a  plan  for  offering  prizes  for  es- 
says on  the  food  value  and  uses  of  honey. 

The   essays   to   be   written  by   high  school  pupils  of  Bradford   County. 

After  discussion  it  was  voted  to  expend  $25.00  in  prizes  for  best  es- 
says, as  follows:  $10.00  for  best  essay;  $5.00  for  second  best  and  10  prizes 
of  $1.00  each  for  next  ten.  The  present  officers  were  continued  for  another 
year:  President  C.  N.  Greene,  Vice-President  L.  W.  P'leming  and  Secretary- 
Treasurer  Harry  W.  Beaver. 

A  lively  discussion  on  summer  management  led  by  the  President  con- 
tinued  until   time  for  adjournment. 

Unprotected  bees  have  had  a  hard  time  this  winter,  several  report  a 
twenty-five  per  cent  loss,  and  the  spring  to  pass  yet,  which  will  mean  that 
many  more  before  settled  warm  weather  arrives.  A  good  way  to  cut  down 
the   surplus,   but  rather  discouraging  to   the  beekeeper. 

The  continued  freezing  and  thawing  is  hard  on  what  little  clover  had 
escaped  the  drouth. 

There  are  a  great  many  bees  for  sale  this  spring,  small  bee  men  are 
discouraged  with  the  low  prices  and  the  slim  prospects  for  a  clover  flow 
this  summer. 

Following  is  an  excerpt  from  a  letter  from  6.  C.  Fuller,  Muncy  Pa.: 
We  took  the  bees  from  the  cellar,  Wednesday  night,  March  18,  and 
yesterday  they  had  a  good  cleansing  flight;  all  but  two  colonies  answered 
roll  call  We  find,  however,  that  they  are  short  of  stores  and  will  have  to 
be  fed  to  pull  them  thru  the  spring.  Big  "barns"  are  not  proof  against 
drouth,  neither  are  they  altogether  fool  proof. 

In  beekeeping,  as  well  as  in  all  other  human  endeavors,  the  measure 
is  not  how  much  we  do,  but  how  well  we  do  it.  But  since  during  the  honey 
flow,  the  average  bee  man  is  as  busy  as  the  dam  beavers,  he  is  apt  to  fall 
down  on  some  of  his  intended  well-doing.  This,  in  spite  of  all  our  efforts 
somtimes  happens  to  us.  We  usually  plan  to  requeen  our  colonies  every 
year,  but  have  so  far  never  quite  reached  the  goal.  However,  wejeel  that 
we  are  the  losers  on  every  colony  we  fail  to  requeen.  Well-we  believe  we 
have  sympathizers  up  at  Troy. 
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Last  season  we  decided  to  try  our  hand  in  package  bees.  So  we  or- 
dered a  few  (10  two-pound  packages).  They  came  thru  in  fine  shape,  and 
we  built  them  up,  by  feeding,  to  good  strong  colonies,  ready  for  the  buck- 
wheat flow.  But  that  flow  failed  to  materialize,  so  we  are  unable  to  say 
whether  the  venture  would  be  a  paying  one.  We  wintered  them  outside, 
but    they  did  not  come  thru  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition. 

The  members  of  the  4-H  Bee  Club,  of  North  East  Erie  County,  were 
the  guests  of  Rev.  M.  G.  Hepner,  of  St.  Mary's  College,  North  East,  at  an 
entertainment  on  St.  Patrick's  eve,  March  16.  They  attended  the  World 
War  play  "Sun-Up,"  and  an  instrumental  and  vocal  concert  given  by  the 
students   of   St.    Mary's   College,   and   enjoyed   it   very   much.     . 

Their  bees  seem  to  have  wintered  very  well  so  far,  and  their  honey  is 
almost  all  disposed  of.     Plans  are  being  made  for  the  spring  campaign. 

M.   G.  Hepner. 


NEW   JERSEY    BEE    KEEPERS    HOLD   A   SUCCESSFUL    MEETING 

The  New  Jersey  Beekeepers  Association  held  its  annual  meeting  on 
January  29  and  30.  Two  out  state  speakeis  were  present,  H.  M.  Myers  from 
New  York  and  E.  J.  Anderson  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Myers  spoke  about 
his  experiences  in  moving  bees  for  pollination  purposes.  He  said  that  they 
suffered  losses  of  bees  some  years  from  spray  or  dust  poisoning  and  that 
the  bees  sometimes  became  infested  with  foulbrood  while  in  the  orchard. 
They  also  try  to  reduce  the  weight  of  the  hives  to  a  minimum  for  moving. 
One  way  suggested  to  do  this  was  to  use  tarred  paper  for  sid^s  or  painted 
inner  covers.  He  also  pointed  out  that  the  colonies  suffer  whlTe  in  the  or- 
chard because  of  lack  of  wind  protection.  Mr.  Carr  added  that  in  New  Jer- 
sey bees  are  moved  with  a  wire  screen  placed  over  the  bees  and  the  inner 
cover  on  top  of  the  screen  the  hole  on  the  inner  cover  is  left  open. 

The  subjects  of  Marketing  and  Requeening  weie  discussed  by  Mr.  An- 
derson. A  rather  heated  discussion  followed  by  a  paper  by  Mr.  Hann  on 
the   subject  of  Winter  Packing. 

voted  $25.00  for  the  American  Honey  In- 
membership  in  the  American  Honey  Pro- 
$12.50.     The  whole  meeting  reflected   pro- 
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paid  up  members  in  the  Nev/ 


The  New  Jersey  Association 
stitute.  They  also  renewed  their 
ducers  League  at  an  expense  of 
gress. 

It  is  quite  significant   that   there  are 
Jersey  Association. 

E.  J.   A. 
BEES    FOR    POLLINATION 

During  the  past  few  years  the  fruit  growers  have  manifested  more  in- 
terest in  bees  for  pollination  purposes.  Some  of  the  fruit  growers  are  buy- 
ing bees  of  any  kind  and  placing  them  in  the  orchards.  The  bees  are  then 
left  in  the  orchards  without  any  care  or  attention.  The  result  is  that  the 
bees  soon  become  weak  or  often  die  so  they  are  of  little  value  to  the 
grower.  In  other  cases  they  become  diseased  and  die,  becoming  a  source 
of  danger  to  all   beekeepers  of  the  community. 

The  writer  has  spoken  to  many  groups  of  fruit  growers  during  the  past 
winter  months  in  an  effort  to  point  out  these  dangers. 

In  many  sections  of  the  state  bees  are  not  available  for  renting  so  the 
fruit  grower  is  forced  to  resort  to  other  methods  for  getting  to  pollinate 
his  fruit.  It  is  hoped  that  beekeepers  in  these  sections  will  make  an  effort 
to  provide  fruit  growers  with  strong  colonies  as  needed. 

E.  J.  A. 

BEES    GO    SWARMING    IN    MID-WINTER 

I  had  an  outyard  of  bees  located  in  a  quarry.  Normally  the  quarry  is 
dry  the  year  round.  On  February  9th  we  had  a  snowfall  of  about  four  to 
six  inches  and  on  February  12th  we  had  warm  rain  causing  the  snow  to 
melt  so  fast  the  water  could  not  run  away  fast  enough  through  the  regu- 
lar channels.     As  a  result  the  quarry  was   flooded.     I  had  forty-seven  colo- 
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nies  in  this  quarry.  It  sure  was  a  sorry  sight  to  see  them  floating  around 
in  the  water  which  was  fifteen  feet  deep  at  some  places.  They  were  fin- 
ally landed  on  dry  soil  but  nothing  more  could  be  done  on  account  of  dark- 
ness. Next  day  I  again  went  to  the  yard,  prepared  to  haul  them  home  and 
clean  the  mess  as  best  I  could.  To  my  astonishment  I  found  only  ten 
drowned.  The  rest,  of  course,  were  greatly  weakened  by  loss  of  bees.  The 
remarkable  thing  is  that  there  are  any  alive.  I  placed  dry  and  clean  bot- 
tom boards  under  the  remaining  thirty-seven  and  repacked  them.  Am  wait- 
ing with  interest  to  see  whether  they  will  come  through  the  remainder  of 
the  winter  alive.  I  found  icicles  on  the  bottoms  of  the  combs. 

Suppose  I'll  have  to  buy  queenless  package  bees  and  unite  them  with 
these  weak  colonies  so  they  can  be  of  service  during  fruit  bloom. 

A.  L.  Trainer,  Schnecksville. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Erie  County  Bee  Keepers  Association  was 
held  on  February  13th.  M.  G.  Hepner  of  North  East  presided.  The  pro- 
gram consisted  of  a  report  by  M.  G.  Hepner  on  the  State  meeting  at  Harris- 
burg.  This  was  followed  by  an  illustrated  talk  by  E.  J.  Anderson  of  State 
College  on  the  subjects  of  Spring  Management  and  General  Management. 
Rev.  Hepner  also  presented  tw^o  rolls  of  strip  films  on  the  subjects  of  the 
Anatony  of  the  Bees  and  General  Beekeeping.  Mr.  C.  L.  Wright,  the  sec- 
retary of  the  Association  was  reported  to  be  recovering  from  a  serious  ill- 
ness. 

E.  J.  A. 

A  six  and  one-half  pound  queen  arrived  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.  J.  Anderson  on  the  first  day  of  spring,  March  21st.  Her  name  is  Grace 
Anabel. 

Don't  forget  to  paint  the  tops  of  your  sections  with  melted  parafine 
before  placing  the   super  on  the  bees. 

The  bees  will  often  fill  a  shallow  frame  or  section  super  in  three  or 
four  days,  to  lose  the  heavy  honey  fiow  is  to  lose  the  cream  of  the  season. 

If  section  supers  are  given  too  rapidly  many  sections  will  not  be  prop- 
erly filled.  Considerable  judgment  must  be  used  if  section  supers  are  to 
be  handled  to  the  best  advantage. 

Bees  will  not  stdl'e  honey  successfully  in  sections  above  tw^o  hive  bod- 
ies. If  two  bodies  are  used  as  brood  chambers,  put  the  queen,  the  sealed 
brood  and  empty  combs  if  any  are  present  below.  Put  a  two  section  supers 
on  in  place  of  the  body  removed.  The  extra  hive  bodies  may  be  piled  five 
or  six  high  on  weak  colonies. 


Place  Name 

1  Castle  Farms 

2  Treesdale  Farms 

3  P.  N.  Beam 

4  Wm.  A.  Heiss  & 

5  Floyd   H.    Sandt 

6  D.   C.   Gilham 

7  John   F.   Moore 

1  D.   C.  Gilham 

2  Allen  &  Howard 

3  Treesdale   Farms 


1  John   S.   Eby 

2  Treesdale   Farms 

3  A.  L.  Lesher 

4  Trexler  Farms 

5  D.  C.  GiTiiam 

6  Chas.  D.  Ruth 

7  M.  J.  Myers 

8  Men  ill  Bee  &  Honey  Co.  Muncy 


APIARY    AWARD    LIST— 1931 
Class    123 — Light  Comb   Honey 

Address 

Millvillage 

Valencia 

633   S.   Bedford  St.,  Carlisle 
Son        Millersburg 

Easton 

Schuylkill  Haven 

Harrisburg  No.  5 
Class    124— Dark    Comb    Honey 

Schuylkill  Haven 
Fleming  Corsica 

Valencia 
Class    125— Light    Extracted    Honey 

Manheim  No.  2 

Valencia 

Chambersburg  No.  9 

Allentown 

Schuylkill  Haven 

422  Ridge  St.,  Emau3 

V.'illiams  Grove  No.  2 


County 

Crawford 

Allegheny 

Cumberland 

Union 

Northampton 

Schuylkill 

Dauphin 

Schuylkill 

Clarion 

Allegheny 

Lancaster 

Allegheny 

Franklin 

Lehigh 

Schuylkill 

Lehigh 

Cumberland 

Lycoming 


13 


5  - 


C 

lass   126 — Amber    Extracted    Honey 

1 

John  S.  Eby 

Manheim  No.  3 

Lancaster 

2 

D.   C.   Gilham 

Schuylkill  Haven 

Schuylkill 

3 

A.  T.  Keil 

Valencia 

Allegheny 

4 

Treesdale   Farms 

Valencia 

Allegheny 

5 

Enos  H.  Hees 

Granthan 

Ctimberland 

() 

M.  J.  Myers 

Williams    Grove 

Cumberland 

7 

L.  H.  Lindermuth 

Lehmaster 

Franklin 

8 

Floyd  H.  Sandt 

Easton 

Northampton 

Class   127— Dark    Extracted    Honey 

1 

D.   C.  Gilham 

Schuylkill    Haven 

Schuylkill 

2 

Treesdale    Farms 

Valencia 

Allegheny 

3 

A.    T.    Keil 

Valencia 

Allegheny 

4 

Floyd  H.  Sandt 

Easton 

Northampton 

5 

Merrill  Bee  &  Honey  Co.^Muncy 

Lycoming 

Class 

128a— Crystallized    Extracted    Honey                         , 

1 

P.  N.  Bean 

633   S.   Bedford  St.,   Carlisle  Cumberland 

2 

Floyd  H.  Sandt 

Easton 

Northampton 

3 

A.  L.  Lesher 

Chambersburg  No.   9 

Franklin 

4 

Treesdale    Farms 

Valencia 

Allegheny 

5 

D.   C.  Gilham 

Schuylkill   Haven 

Schuylkill 

Class 

128b — Crystallized    Extracted    Honey 

1 

Floyd  H.  Sandt 

Easton 

Northampton 

2 

Treesdale    Farms 

Valencia 
Class   129 — Beeswax 

Allegheny 

1 

A.   L.  Lesher 

ChambersT>urg  No.  9 

Franklin 

2 

D.   C.  Gilham 

Schuylkill   Haven 

Schuylkill 

3 

Floyd  H.  Sandt 

Easton 

Northampton 

4 

Chas.  D.  Ruth 

422  Ridge  St.,  Emaus 

Lehigh 

5 

Treesdale   Farms 

Valencia 

Allegheny 

6 

A.    T.   Keil 

Valencia 

Allegheny 

7 

L.  H.  Lindermuth 

Lehmaster 

Franklin 

8 

P.  N.  Beam 

633  S.  Bedford  St.,  Carlisle 

Cumberland 

CI 

ass   130 — Individual 

Collective   Exhibits  of  Honey,  Wax  and  Honey  Products 

1 

Treesdale   Farms 

Valencia 

Allegheny 

2 

D.   C.  Gilham 

Schuylkill  Haven 

Schuylkill 

3 

Floyd  H.  Sandt 

Easton 

Northampton 

• 

Class  131 — Vinegar 

1 

Treesdale    Farms 

Valencia 

Allegheny 

2 

P.   N.   Beam 

633  S.  Bedford  St.,  Carlisle 

Cumberland 

o 

D.  C.  Gilham 

Schuylkill   Haven 

Schuylkill 

4 

John   F.   Moore 

Harrisburg    No.    5 

Dauphin 

Class   132— 

County   or   Association    Collective 

Exhibits 

I 

Floyd   H.   Sandt,   Sec.         Easton 

Northampton 

2 

A.  T.  Keil,  Sect. 

Valencia 

Allegheny 

3 

D.  C.  Gilham.  Sect. 

Schuylkill  Haven 

Schuylkill 

BOYS 

'   AND   GIRLS'  4-H    CLUB   CLASSES 

Class    134 — Dark   Comb   Honey 

PI 

ace                 Name 

Address 

County 
Carbon 

1 

Wallace  Gerhert 

Weatherby 

CU 

3SS    135— Amber    Extracted    Honey 

1 

Rebok  Mosier 

* 

Fayette 

2 

Richard  Rahn 

Mauch  Chunk 

Carbon 

3 

Elwood  Gerber 

Lehighton 

Carbon 

4 

Taylor  Moshier 

Fayette 

5 

William   Frey 

Lehighton 

Carbon 

CI 

ass    136— Dark    Extracted    Honey 

1 

Paul   Frey 

Lehighton 

Carbon 

2 

Nevin  Frey 

Lehighton 

Carbon 

3 

Taylor  Mosier 

Fayette 

4 

Rebok   Mosier 

Fayette 

5 

Richard    Rahn 

Mauch  Chunk 

Carbon 

3  M 
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THE   PENNSYLVANIA    STATE   AND    CENTRAL   PENNSYLVANIA   BEE- 
KEEPERS JOINT  PICNIC   AUGUST   1,   1931 

The  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  and  Central  Pennsylvania  Bee- 
keepers Associations  have  jointly  planned  a  holiday  for  you.  They  have  ar- 
ranged a  picnic  at  Hill-crest  Park  for  Saturday,  August  1,  1931.  The  park  is 
on  the  Susquehanna  Trail,  route  111,  delightfully  located  between  Montours- 
villc  and  Halls  Station.  From  it  may  be  seen  many  of  the  Muncy  Valley  home- 
steads with  their  cultivated  fields  and  patches  of  woodland  which  makes  a  bit 
of  unsurpassed  Pennsylvania  scenery. 

Hon.  Harvey  A.  Surface,  Sc.  D..  President  of  the  State  Association,  and 
Mr.  Harry  A.  Merrill,  President  of  the  Central  Pennsylvania  Association  will 
have  an  active  part  in  your  entertainment.  Hon.  Harvey  A.  Surface,  So.  D.  is 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  will  speak  of  his  legislative  ser- 
vices. After  his  speech  an  impromptu  program  will  be  presented  and  if  time 
permits  a  tour  will  be  made  to  the  Merrill  apiaries. 

Your  entertainment  is  assured.  Do  not  forget  to  fill  your  baskets  with 
food  and  remember  to  supply  dishes  and  table-ware  for  your  own  service. 
Tables  will  be  found  at  the  park.    Invite  your  beekeeping  friends  to  jom  us  at 

Hill-crest  Park. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Charles  N.  Greene,  Sec'y-Treas. 
Pennsylvania  State  Beekeepers  Assn. 


NORTHWESTERN— TRI-COUNTY  PICNIC 

A  tri-county  basket  picnic  will  be  held  at  Canandahota  Lake  six  miles 
south  of  Union  City  on  Friday,  July  31st.  The  program  will  begin  at  10:30  A. 
M.  and  continue  until  about  4:00  in  the  afternoon. 

A  representative  from  the  Root  Company  has  been  invited  to  be  one  of  the 
speakers  for  this  day.  A  demonstration  on  transferring  bees  has  also  been 
planned.  Games  and  swimming  will  make  up  the  program  for  the  latter  part 
of  the  afternoon. 


PENNSYLVANIA  BEEKEEPERS  PICNIC,  See  Notice  Elsewhere. 
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AN  INVITATION  FROM  OHIO  BEEKEEPERS 

The  Ohio  State  Beekeepers  Association  has  planned  their  summer  meet- 
ing and  picnic  on  the  dates  of  August  5,  6  and  7.  The  meeting  to  be  held  at 
the  Root  Plant  at  Medina,  Ohio.  The  Ohio  State  Beekeepers  Association  and 
the  A.  I.  Root  Company  both  wish  to  extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania beekeepers  to  attend  this  meeting. 

There  will  be  a  banquet  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  August  and  a  tour 
on  the  7th.  A  very  good  program  is  being  arranged  and  profitable  time  will 
be  assured  all  who  attend. 


THE    QUEEN 

The  queen  is  the  source  of  all  worker  eggs  of  the  colony.  She  is  the  only 
mature  female  in  the  hive.  The  workers  are  undeveloped  queens  without  the 
capacity  to  mate  and  therefore  without  the  capacity  to  lay  worker  eggs.  They 
may  lay  drone  eggs  under  certain  abnormal  conditions. 

The  strength  of  the  colony  is  limited  to  the  egg  laying  capacity  of  the 
queen.  Counts  have  been  made  of  eggs  laid  during  one  day  by  a  good  queen. 
The  figure  amounts  to  3,000.  If  the  colony  is  normal  in  other  respects  a  vigor- 
ous queen  will  soon  produce  a  powerful  force  of  bees. 

A  number  of  factors  however  tend  to  limit  the  number  of  eggs  laid  by  any 
one  queen.  Often  there  is  not  a  sufficient  amount  of  worker  comb  available. 
There  are  fifty  worker  cells  per  square  inch  on  each  comb.  If  a  queen  lays 
2500  eggs  a  day  in  20  days  she  will  lay  50,000.  One  thousand  square  inches  of 
comb  space  will  be  required  for  this  number  of  eggs.  A  single  standard  frame 
provides  about  112  square  inch  of  space.  Ten  frames  will  provide  1120  square 
inches  of  egg  laying  space.  If  part  of  this  space  is  drone  comb  or  stretched 
worker  cells  or  if  it  is  partly  filled  with  honey  and  pollen,  the  queen  is  seriously 
hampered  for  room.  When  the  combs  are  nearly  perfect  only  about  75  per  cent 
or  about  746  oquare  inches  oi  spac2  is  available  for  cggr,. 

The  queen  may  also  be  hampered  because  of  lack  of  food  for  the  youns:  bo'^s. 
When  the  queen  is  laying  rapidly  there  are  15,000  young  bees  to  be  fed  each 
day.  This  number  requires  large  quantities  of  food.  When  the  food  is  scarce 
the  workers  clean  out  only  a  limited  number  of  cells  for  eggs. 

Many  queens  are  far  from  perfect.  Some  queens  fail  to  mate  due  to  de- 
fective wings  or  because  of  bad  weather  conditions.  They  eventually  lay  but 
lay  only  drone  eggs.  Quite  often  a  queen  will  be  stung  while  fighting  with 
another  or  she  may  be  stung  by  a  worker,  when  introouced.  Such  queens  do 
not  always  die  but  have  one  or  m.ore  legs  paralyzed  so  they  are  hampered 
when  they  attempt  to  deposit  eggs. 

The  beekeeper  may  accidently  crush  a  queen  so  she  is  not  seriously  in- 
jured but  damaged  enough  so  she  can  not  lay  efficiently.  Old  age  plays  the 
greatest  part  in  slowing  down  egg  production  of  the  queen.  The  queen  may 
lay  for  a  few  months  or  for  a  few  years  before  she  shows  signs  of  failing.  In 
the  south  many  queens  are  replaced  naturally  the  second  year.  The  bees 
supercede  the  queen  only  after  she  has  failed  for  some  time.  The  colony  there- 
fore becomes  relatively  weak  before  the  young  queen  begins  to  lay. 

Each  colony  should  be  requeened  each  year  with  queens  from  good  stock.. 
The  beekeeper  will  then  be  reasonably  sure  of  having  strong  queens  to  head  the 
colonies  the  next  spring. 

When  there  is  a  good  honey  flow  almost  any  system  of  requeening  will 
prove  successful.  At  other  times  the  bees  are  apt  to  kill  the  new  queens,  and 
raise  one  of  their  own.  The  writer  recommends  that  the  open  end  of  the  mail- 
ing cage  be  placed  under  a  wire  push  in  cage  so  the  new  queen  will  be  on  the 
comb  when  the  bees  chew  through  the  candy  and  come  in  contact  with  her. 
When  on  the  comb  the  queen  will  take  on  the  odor  of  the  hive  more  quickly.  If 
the  colony  is  strong  the  paper  should  be  left  over  the  candy  to  retard  the  bees  in 
chewing  thru  to  the  queen.  If  the  colony  is  weak  the  paper  may  be  removed.  The 
colony  should  not  be  disturbed  for  one  week  after  the  new  queen  is  placed 


in  the  hive.    Many  fine  queens  are  killed  because  the  beekeeper  disturbs  the 
colony  before  they  are  entirely  accepted. 

Sometimes  a  colony  becomes  hopelessly  queenless  and  a  number  of  work- 
ers begin  to  lay  eggs.  A  colony  of  this  kind  is  difficult  to  requeen  since  the 
laying  worker  react  somewhat  like  a  queen  and  readily  kill  the  new  queen.  A 
colony  with  laying  workers  can  be  united  with  a  normal  colony  so  the  laying 
workers  are  killed. 

In  a  few  days  increase  can  be  made  from  the  normal  colony.  A  favorable 
time  to  requeen  is  during  the  last  honey  flow  of  the  season  for  most  of  the 
state  requeening  should  be  done  during  the  month  of  September. — E.  J.  A. 


WINTER  PACKING 


Results  of  packed  and  unpacked  colonies  were  obtained  again  this  spring 
in  three  apiaries.  The  figures  given  below  were  taken  from  the  colonies  in  the 
Weaver's  orchards.  This  is  the  second  series  of  figures  from  this  apiary.  The 
first  series  was  published  in  these  columns  in  July,  1930. 

Six  colonies  were  packed  in  three-colony  packing  cases  with  five  inches  of 
straw  on  all  sides.  The  colonies  were  wintered  in  two  ten-frame  bodies.  Un- 
fortunately one  of  these  colonies  was  sufficiently  short  of  food  to  prevent  the 
bees  from  expanding  the  brood  chamber. 

Five  colonies  w^re  protected  with  cellotex,  four  of  which  were  given  ad- 
ditional wind  protection. 

Three  colonies  were  left  unpacked.  The  packed  colonies  averaged  7  1-6 
frames  of  brood,  the  colonies  protected  with  cellotex  averaged  5  1-10  frames 
of  brood  while  the  unpacked  colonies  averaged  3  frames  of  brood.  The  packed 
colonies  were  decidedly  stronger.  The  brood  in  the  frames  of  the  packed 
colonies  covered  a  large  area  of  the  frames  than  did  the  others,  while  the 
brood  in  the  unpacked  colonies  and  in  the  colonies  protected  with  cellophane 
was  more  compact.  Only  a  small  number  of  cells  were  missed  by  the  queens. 
Packed    Colonies  Protected  with  Cellotex  Unpacked 


4  frames  of  brood 

4V2 

frames 

of 

brood 

8  frames  of  brood 

5 

frames 

of 

brood 

11  frames  of  brood 

10 

frames 

of 

brood 

2  frames  of  brood 

4 

frames 

of 

brood 

14  frames  of  hrooi 

2 

frames 

of 

brood 

4  frames  of  brood 

5  frames  of  brood 
3  frames  of  brood 
1  frame  of  brood 


Ave.  7  1-6  frames  of  brood    5  1-10  frames  of  brood  3  frames  of  brood 

The  brood  counts  were  madei  on  May  sixth. 

The  second  set  of  figures  were  taken  in  the  apiary  of  Arthur  Linville  in 
Delaware  County.  In  this  apiary  the  bees  had  ideal  wind  protection.  The 
weights  showed  that  colonies  in  unpacked  hives  were  slightly  stronger  than 
those  packed.  The  average  number  of  frames  of  brood  for  the  packed  hives 
was  6  for  the  unpacked  hives  6  2-3.  The  bees  were  packed  in  two  colony  cases 
with  four  inches  of  packing  on  all  sides  and  six  inches  on  top.  Both  groups 
were  wintered  in  two  ten  frame  bodies.  The  packed  colonies  were  put  into 
winter  quarters  rather  late. 

Unpacked   Colonies 


Packed  Colonies 

3V2  frames  of  brood 

81/4  frames  of  brood 

QV2  frames  of  brood 

Ave.  6    frames    of    brood 


5      frames  of  brood 
A%  frames  of  brood 
10      frames  of  brood 
Ave.  6  2-3  frames  of  brood 


The  records  taken  for  packed  and  unpacked  ^^^es  in  York  couny  came 
from  two  apiaries  in  different  sections  of  the  county.  In  the  ^^st  apiary  the 
bees  owned  by  J.  H.  Flohr  had  no  wind  protection.  They  were  wintered  with 
double  brood  chambers  and  were  packed  with  shavings.    The  average  numbers 


» 


of  frames  of  brood  for  the  colonies  packed  was  3.5  and  for  those  not  packed 
2.88  frames  per  hive.  Records  also  were  kept  of  the  amount  of  honey  consum- 
ed during  the  winter.  For  the  packed  colonies  the  average  loss  was  10.5  pounds; 
for  the  unpacked  colonies  15.1  pounds,  or  a  difference  of  4.6  less  for  the  packed 
colonies. 

In  the  Day  apiary  the  bees  had  good  wind  protection.  Some  of  the  colon- 
ies were  wrapped  with  heavy  burlap  and  heavy  roofing  paner.  Wood  shavings 
were  used  as  packing  material  for  the  packed  colonies.  These,  bees  also  were 
wintered  in  two  bodies. 

The  packed  colonies  averaged  6.7  frames  of  brood  per  hive,  those  wrapped 
with  burlap  and  roofing  averaged  5.87  frames  per  hive.  Those  not  packed  aver- 
aged 3.3  frames  per  hive.  The  average  loss  of  honey  was  nearly  the  same  for 
all  colonies  in  this  apiary.  For  the  packed  colonies  it  was  22.8  pound«^  p«r  hive, 
f'-r  those  wrapped  21.4  pounds  and  for  the  unpacked  colonies  21.8  pounds. 
Weights  were  taken  in  May. 

G.  G.  Weber  carried  out  most  of  the  work  in  connection  with  the  packing 
and  weighing  of  colonies. 
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FLOHR  APIARY 


Packed  Colonies 


Unpacked  Colonies 


6  Lbs.  Lost 
12 
12.8 
11.5 

3.5  frames 
3.5      of  brood 
2 
5 

6.5  Lbs.  Lost 
22.5 
15.5 
16 

1  Frames  of 
2.5          Brood 
5 
3 

Av.   10.5  Lost  Dur- 
ing Winter 

3.5  frames  of 
brood 

15.1  Lost  dur- 
ing Winter 

2.88  Frames  of 
Brood 

DAY  APIARY 

Packed  Colonies 

22  Lbs.  Lost  5  Frames  of 

25%  8.5      Brood 

28%  7 

22  5 

15^4  8 


Wrapped  with  Burlap 

23.5  Lbs.  Lost  5.5  Frames  of 

20  5  Brood 

25  7 

17  U  6 


Av.  22.8  Lbs.  Lost 


6.7  Frames  of 
Brood 


21.4  Lbs.  Lost 


5.87  Frames  of 
Brood 


Unpacked  Colonies 

I8V2   Lbs.  Lost  5  Frames  of  Brood 

27  V4  1 

19%  4 


Average        21.8  Lbs.  Lost 


3.3  Frames  of  Brood 


The  weights  and  figures  were  taken  May  23rd 


REVIEW  OF  THE  SEASON  TO  JULY  1ST 

The  winter  losses  were  rather  heavy  this  year  with  most  of  the  losses  oc- 
curring in  the  months  of  March  and  April.  Dysentery  and  foulbrood  caused 
some  loss. 

The  greatest  losses  however,  seemed  to  be  due  to  the  unfavorable  condi- 
tions of  last  fall.  The  drouth  prevented  the  flowers  from  yielding  nectar  so 
that  the  colonies  did  not  rear  the  usual  number  of  yoiing  bees  for  winter.  As  a 
result  many  colonies  died  out  this  spring  from  no  apparent  cause.  Quite  often 
considerable  honey  was  left  in  the  hive. 

Many  colonies  also  died  from  starvation.  Losses  from  this  cause  were 
greatest  in  the  southern  and  central  parts  of  the  state. 

The  weather  conditions  have  been  favorable  this  spring  for  a  light  honey 
flow  over  a  long  period  of  time.  As  a  result  swarming  has  been  excessive. 
Nearly  all  the  colonies  of  normal  strength  have  swarmed  or  planned  to  swarm 
even  though  swarm  preventive  measures  were  put  into  practice. 

Colonies  with  nleni-y  of  storage  snace,  shade,  and  ventilation,  have  develop- 
ed queen  cells  and  swarmed,  especially  when  they  were  used  for  comb  honey 
production.  The  surplus  crop  of  some  beekeepers  has  been  materially  reduced 
jDCcause  of  preparation  to  swarm  and  breaking  up  of  colonies'  working  force 
through  swarming. 

The  average  production  to  the  present  time  is  considerably  above  that  of 
the  previous  two  years.  Some  sections  of  the  state  will  probably  harvest  a 
bumper  crop.  Large  quantities  of  apple  honey  were  stored  this  spring  in  shal- 
low frame  supers.  Locust  also  yielded  considerable  honey  in  most  of  the  south- 
ern half  of  the  state.    Honey  dew  is  now  being  gathered  quite  extensively. 


SELLING  HONEY  THROUGH  THE  UNEMPLOYED 

In  reply  to  your  request  I  will  endeavor  to  give  you  some  information  and 
a  ?^eneral  idea  as  to  what  we  are  doing  in  our  effort  to  sell  honey  through  the 
unemployed. 

There  were  about  3300  men  who  were  selling  apples  at  the  time  we  started 
to  sell  honev  I  cannot  give  the  exact  number  of  men  who  are  or  were  selUng 
honey,  as  the  number  varies  from  time  to  time.  These  men  are  from  all  walks 
cf  lifp.  The  honev  is  distributed  from  a  central  headquarters  in  town,  on  a 
cash  and  carry  basis.  It  is  being  sold  on  every  main  street,  at  the  four  comers 
of  the  main  crossings,  and  between  squares.  There  are  a  number  of  men  who 
are  canvassing  from  door  to  door.  Some  of  these  men  just  hit  and  miss  sections 
of  th'-  city  in  general.  Others  make  trips  quite  regularly  to  those  who  have  made 
purchases  before,  and  are  building  up  quite  a  nice  business.  The  same  results 
are  obtained  by  a  number  of  the  salesmen  on  the  corners,  they  are  getting  many 
r-prat  saip*^  fr-^rn  peopi-  working  in  the  large  office  buildings.  The  poorest 
salesmen  sell  as  few  as  1-2  dozen  jars  a  day  and  the  best  from  6  to  10  dozens  a 
day.    The  sales  vary  with  weather  conditions. 

We  had  a  run  of  150,000  circulars  made.  They  are  given  to  the  men  for 
general  distribution.  A  card  is  also  given  to  the  men  for  display.  We  have 
received  considerable  newspaper  publicity  in  the  larger  papers.  Quite  an  in- 
crease on  demand  has  been  created  for  our  honey  among  the  stores  to  whom  we 
sell,  especially  for  the  larger  jars.  This  program  has  helped  to  make  people 
honey  conscious  and  has  made  honey  customers  out  of  people  who  have  never 
tasted  honey  before,  or  who  never  knew  there  was  such  a  product.  It  gives 
us  a  much  bigger  and  better  possibility  for  a  larger  outlet  m  the  future. 

The  filling  machine  has  been  set  up  for  sometime  and  is  working  regularly 
filling  32  jars  a  minute  in  all  sizes  up  to  and  including  2  lb.  The  quarts  are 
filled  16  a  minute  with  2  strokes. 

When  the  outfit  is  set  up  to  my  likening  the  honey  in  5  gal.  cans  will  be 
put  into  a  large  oven  at  one  end  of  the  room  and  a  finished  product,  bottled. 


cooled,  labeled  and  packed  in  the  cases  will  be  deposited  at  the  other.  The 
oven  is  to  be  of  3000  lb.  capacity  for  one  filling.  Five  men  are  required  to  take 
care  of  the  output  of  the  bottling  machine.  At  times  we  work  from  7  in  the 
morning  until  1  at  night  trying  to  catch  up  on  orders. 

I  could  write  a  book  on  the  selling  of  honey  through  the  unemployed  with 
details  and  experiences,  but  have  only  endeavored  to  give  you  the  highlights. 
Both  bottles  and  labels  were  ordered  in  quantity.  Bottles  are  ordered  in  car 
lots.    The  last  order  for  labels  was  for  500,000.— Elmer  G.  Reustle. 


Two  new  bulletins  are  available  for  distribution  in  Pennsylvania.  The  one 
refers  to  the  inspection  work  in  the  state.  It  can  be  obtained  by  writing  to 
H.  B.  Kirk,  Chief  Apiary  Inspector,  Department  of  Agriculture,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
The  other  is  entitled  ''Beekeeping  in  Pennsylvania,"  and  has  to  do  with  the 
general  management  practices.  It  can  be  obtained  by  writing  to  E.  J.  Ander- 
son, Extension  Apiarist,  Pennsylvania  State  College,  State  College,  Pa. 


Six  Kerensky  queens  of  the  so  called  Russian  stock  have  been  purchased  by 
Mr.  Webber  of  York.  They  were  shipped  from  the  State  of  Washington  by  air 
mail  and  arrived  at  York  three  days  later  in  perfect  condition.  All  six  were 
successfully  introduced.  An  article  appeared  in  the  A.  B.  J.  some  time  back 
regarding  the  merits  of  these  bees. 

A  report  will  appear  later  in  these  columns  regarding  the  ability  and  quali- 
ties of  these  queens  and  their  bees. 


During  a  recent  contest  for  the  best  eelctric  refrigerator  recipes  Mrs.  H. 
W.  Dennis  of  Allentown  won  the  prize  of  an  electric  hot  plate  for  the  third  best 
recipe.  The  contest  was  sponsored  by  an  electrical  supply  store  of  Allentown. 
The  recipe  is  of  special  interest  to  beekeepers  since  it  contains  honey.  It  is  as 
follows : 

VANILLA  MOUSSE 

1  cup  milk  Vi    cup   light   extracted  honey 

1  teaspoon  gelatine  Vn  pint  cream 

2  eggs  2  teaspoons  vanilla 
hi  cup  sugar  A  few  grains  of  salt 

Dissolve  gelatine  in  cold  milk  then  scald.  Mix  egg  yolks,  sugar,  honey 
and  salt.  Return  to  double  boiler  with  milk  and  gelatine.  Stir  until  thickened. 
Strain  on  two  egg  whites  beaten  stiff.  Cool  and  set  in  refrigerator  until  very 
cold.  Beat  cream  until  thick  add  vanilla  and  mix  gradually  with  cold  mixture. 
Turn  into  refrigerator  pans  and  freeze.  Needs  no  stirring.  Freezes  in  3  to 
4  hours.    Serves  6  to  8  persons. 


A  NEW  ROADSIDE  MARKET 


A  new  roadside  market  has  just  been  completed  by  Mr.  Glebe  of  Delaware 
Water  Gap.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  roadside  markets  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State.  The  ground  for  some  distance  around  the  stand  has  been  landscaped 
with  Rhododendron  and  other  shrubbery  so  as  to  make  a  very  attractive  set- 
ting for  the  building. 

This  market  has  already  attracted  considerable  attention  in  other  states. 
It  should  help  materially  to  sell  honey  and  honey  products.  Beacuse  of  its 
location  on  a  main  highway,  it  will  certainly  bring  honey  to  the  attention  of  the 
tourist  trade  for  which  the  Delaware  Water  Gap  is  noted. 
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FIVE  PERFECT  COLONIES 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  see  what  can  be  done  with  bees  when  good  management 
methods  are  followed  throughout  the  season.  On  May  26th  the  writer  visited 
a  small  apiary  of  five  colonies  in  Elk  county.  Every  colony  had  been  requeen- 
ed,  fed  and  packed  the  previous  season.  They  all  had  been  provided  with  an 
abundance  of  food  for  winter  and  were  protected  with  four  inches  of  chaff. 

On  the  26th,  every  one  of  the  five  hives  was  boiling  over  with  bees  and 
they  had  stored  an  average  surplus  of  20  pounds  per  colony,  from  fruit  bloom. 


BEES  AND  POLLENATION 

Bees  are  being  used  more  extensively  each  year  on  the  fruit  farms  of  the 
state.  The  past  season  has  brought  many  new  experiences  to  fruit  growers  and 
to  those  who  have  been  working  with  the  fruit  growers. 

In  ths  counties  of  York  and  Erie  the  fruit  growers  have  depended  upon  the 
beekeepers  to  rent  bees  for  pollination  work,  the  fruit  grower  having  nothing 
to  do  with  the  bees  directly.  In  Adams,  Lehigh,  Delaware,  Chester,  Allegheny 
and  Franklin  counties  most  of  the  fruit  growers  using  bees  for  pollenation,  own 
th°  bees  and  either  hire  a  beekeeper  to  take  care  of  the  bees  or  take  care  of  the 
bees  themselves.  For  the  past  two  years  the  beekeepers  renting  bees  in  York 
county  reported  a  hoavy  loss  in  the  strength  of  the  colonies.  The  bees  do  not 
build  up  again  as  they  should  when  they  are  returned  to  their  old  stands.  It 
is  difficult  to  explain  the  losses  since  the  bees  in  most  cases  were  moved  out  of 
the  orchards  before  the  petal  fall  spray  was  applied.  Many  of  the  colonies 
shipped  for  pollenation  work  have  failed  to  gather  much  surplus  durmg  the 
first  honey  flow  while  those  of  normal  strength  in  the  same  apiary  which  were 
not  shipped  gathered  a  good  surplus. 

In  Delaware  county  one  grower  has  moved  his  bees  into  his  own  orchard 
during  fruit  bloom  for  the  past  two  years  without  suffering  any  great  loss  in 
strength  of  colonies. 

The  bees  used  for  pollenation  work  in  one  of  the  largest  orchards  in  Lehigh 
counly  suffered  rather  heavily  this  year  while  last  year  they  came  through  the 
pollenation  period  without  much  loss.  Dandelions  were  in  bloom  this  season  at 
the  time  spraying  was  done.  These  bees  had  been  packed  and  had  come  thru 
winter  in  good  condition.  On  May  20  the  strength  of  the  colonies  was  checked. 
Of  the  240  colonies  left  alive  185  were  found  to  be  weak  and  only  55  were 
strong.  More  than  100  colonies  had  died  out  entirely  during  or  shortly  after  the 
blooming  period. 

The  distance  the  bees  are  shipped  and  the  conditions  in  any  particular 
orchard  have  a  direct  bearing  upon  the  losses  suffered  by  the  beekeeper. 


4-H  BEE  CLUB  NORTH  EAST,  OF  ERIE  COUNTY 

Several  members  of  the  club  had  a  practical  demonstration  of  transfemng 
a  colony  from  an  old  box  hive  into  amodern  movable  frame  hive,  on  May  16^ 
levera^ncw  members  have  joined  the  ^lub.     Prof.  E   J.  Anderson  vi^^^^^^ 
club  members,  accompanied  by  Mr.  T.  H.  Pf^ton,  of  the  County  Agent  soffi^^ 
and  Rev.  M.  G.  Hepner,  of  St.  Mary's  College    North  East^    ™^uf  i^embers' 
Mr.  Raymond  Bentley,  Inspector  for  Erie  County,  visited  some  of  the  members 
apiaries,  and  inspected  them.     C.  Maurice  Young,  ^^^^rth  East    the  m^^^ 
successful  member  of  the  club,  increased  the  number  f^^LZ^^J^'^'J^^^ 
ably  by  buying  out  the  entire  outfit  of  one  of  the  local  beekeepers.    Maurice  is 

''"Ve\'aV'X%omTfun  dislodging  a  colony  of  bees  from  one  of  the  tall 
maples  in  Gibson  Park,  in  the  center  of  North  East.  Some  ^naway  swarm 
had  taken  possession  of  a  box  placed  in  the  tree  for  a  family  of  sqm^^ 
had  built  up  quite  a  colony.  The  park  director  wished  f  ^,f^!lf  ^^^^^f  \^^^.;^ 
was  done.  But  do  not  ask  me  how!  One  of  the  boys  ^l^"^^^.^/^^f  ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
and  shinned  up  the  rest  of  the  way  until  he  could  cut  the  wire  and  dislodge 


the  nails  holding  the  box  to  the  trunk  of  the  tree.  A  strong  clothesline  placed 
about  the  box  brought  it  down  a  distance  of  about  five  feet,  when  the  line 
broke,  and  the  bees  tumbled  down  the  rest  of  the  way,  about  20  feet  or  more, 
striking  the  ground  with  great  force,  shattering  the  box,  crushing  the  combs, 
squashing  most  of  the  bees,  and  causing  the  great  number  of  spectators  in  the 
park  to  scatter  in  sudden  panic.  Well,  we  put  the  squashed  box,  mushy  bees, 
and  crushed  hopes  on  a  truck,  and  leaving  a  trail  of  honey  behind,  brought  them 
to  Prof.  Fordyce's  bee-yard,  where  we  transferred  what  could  be  saved  of  the 
colony.  Luckily,  the  queen  escaped  disaster,  and  this  afternoon  was  found 
busy  laying,  and  starting  life  over  in  a  modem  ten-framd  hive. 

For  those  of  a  contrary  opinion ;     the  boys  of  the  North  East  4-H  B-club 
believe  in  shallow  frame  supers,  and  split  sections. 

— Rev.  M.  G.  Hepner,  North  East 


Fire  destroyed  the  apiary  of  Frederick  Hahman.    The  following  letter  gives 
the  particulars. 

Altoona,  Apr.  22,  1931 
Dear  Mr.  Anderson: 

Just  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know  that  thru  the  careless  setting  fire  to  burn 
dry  grass  by  a  neighbor  on  a  windy  forenoon  (Apr.  20)  I  lost  all  of  my  bees, 
shops  with  its  stored  equipment,  implements  and  tools,  everything  wiped  out  by 
the  flames.  I  was  not  present  at  the  time.  The  monetary  loss  is  ovor  $3,000. 
The  colonies  were  in  fine  shape,  strong  with  abundance  of  sealed  stores, 
had  built  up  strong  with  plenty  of  drones  fiyincj.    My  brother's  house  was  r,aved. 

Sincerely  yours. 

Frederick  Hahman 


A  new  daughter  recently  arrived  at  the  home  of  D.  C.  Gilham.  congratu- 
lations D.  C! 


NEWS  FORM  THE  INSTITUTE 


The  following  information  has  been  received  from  the  American  Hon?y 
Institute.  It  is  the  result  of  some  correspondence  which  the  Institute  had  with 
the  Navy  Department.  The  information  is  as  follows:  "Please  note  that  honey 
is  not  included  in  the  articles  authorized  as  a  daily  ration  to  enlisted  men, 
but  note  also  that  the  Commissary  Stores  of  the  Navy  are  allowed  to  purchase 
articles  of  this  kind."  The  Institute  suggests  that  large  beekeepers  who  are 
located  near  these  stores  get  in  touch  with  those  in  charge  and  make  an  effort 
to  place  honey  with  them. 

The  Commissary  Stores  located  near  Pennsylvania  are: 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  New  York.  N.  Y. 
U.  S.  Navy  Yard.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va. 
U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Annapolis,  Md. 

Any  correspondence  should  be  directed  to  the  "Officer  in  Charfre."  As 
Officer  In  Charge,  Commissary  Store.  U.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 


BLAIR  COUNTY  NOTES 


The  weather  last  spring  was  fine  for  building  up  colonies,  unfortunately 
many  colonies  came  thru  the  late  winter  in  poor  condition. 

This  condition  of  poor  wintering  should  not  have  been,  because  the  pas'j 
winter  was  a  mild  one,  the  losses  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  some  lack  of  at- 
tention last  fall.  We  had  a  heavy  fall  flow.  The  rush  of  incoming  nectar  wa" 
so  great  that  many  queens  were  crowded  out  of  breeding  space,  resulting  in  too 


few  young  bees,  so  necessary  for  successful  wintering. 

Black  locust  yielded  quite  some  honey  this  year,  the  flow  ceased  about 
June  11  or  13th.  The  honey  from  that  source  is  white  with  a  fine  aroma.  Black 
Locust  trees  grow  in  abundance  in  Blair  county,  but  are  uncertain  yielders, 
as  they  bloom  rather  sparingly.  When  there  is  a  full  blossoming  year,  the  bees 
reap  a  glorious  harvest,  such  was  not  the  case  this  year,  still  many  of  the  trees 
bloomed  well,  and  much  of  this  fine  honey  was  stored. 

White  clover  is  now  in  full  bloom,  however,  the  bees  are  loafing  to  quite  an 
extent.  There  is  more  white  clover  in  bloom  than  we  had  hoped  for.  Having 
had  two  days  of  rain,  we  are  looking  forward  to  a  good  honey  flow.  It  would 
be  a  serious  disappointment  if  the  clovers  would  not  secrete  nectar,  something 
which  happens  once  in  a  great  while. 

For  those  who  rear  their  own  queens,  the  closing  days  of  the  honey  flow  is 
the  proper  time  to  rear  young  queens.  Pick  out  your  breeding  queen  from  a 
colony  with  outstanding  merit  from  one  that  has  adapted  itself  to  your  parti- 
cular locality,  and  especially  to  your  method  of  beekeeping. 

Do  not  forget  to  purchase  a  few  untested  queens,  it  is  well  to  add  some  new 
blood  every  year,  especially  for  the  sake  of  the  drone  blood. 

During  the  fall  flow,  give  plenty  of  room  and  confine  the  queen  to  the  lower 
story,  if  there  is  plenty  of  room  above,  and  the  queens  are  young  and  vigorous, 
they  will  not  permit  the  bees  to  crowd  the  brood  nest  with  honey.  There  must 
be  plenty  of  room  above  the  excluder. 

If  the  bees  crowd  the  queen,  restricting  her  egg  laying,  seek  the  cause  at 

once.  „     ^, 

It  is  either  the  fault  of  the  queen,  or  your  own  inattention,  generally  the 

latter.    If  more  room  is  needed,  raise  the  super  and  add  another  under  it. 

We  seldom  have  a  failure  of  the  fall  honey  fiow  in  this  state,  unless  there 

is  an  unusually  wet  season,  even  the  fall  of  last  year.  1930.  had  an  abundant 

flow,  despite  the  arid  season  of  drouth. 

By  Frederick  Hahman 


ERIE  COUNTY  BEEKEEPERS  ASSOCIATION 

Saturday,  June  6,  at  2  P.  M.  Standard  Time,  the  Erie  County  Beekeepers 
Association  held  its  annual  Spring  Business  Meeting  in  the  rooms  of  the  Erie 
County  Agricultural  Extension  Association  Office.  The  regular  routine  was 
followed.  Election  of  officers:  Rev.  M.  G.  Hepner,  of  St.  Mary  s  College,  North 
East,  Pa.,  President;  C.  C.  Hamot,  Hamot  Road.  R.  F.  D.  4,  Waterford,  Pa.,  Vice- 
president;  C.  L.  Wright,  2316  Perry  Street  Erie,  Pa.,  Secretary- Treasurer.  Mr. 
Paul  Grossman,  County  Agent,  Mr.  B.  Bedal,  Camphausen  Ave.,  Erie  Pa.,  and 
Brother  Andrew,  Sacred  Heart  Mission  House,  Girard,  Pa..  Executive  Commitee. 

The  president  gave  a  very  timely  talk  on  bee  inspection,  preparing  the  way 
for  the  inspector  who  has  begun  making  the  rounds  in  Erie  county.  The 
matter  of  a  prize  essay  for  school  children  was  held  over  until  a  ^ore  oppor- 
tune time.  Arrangements  were  made  tentatively  for  the  holding  of  a  summer 
picnic.  A  spirited  discussion  on  various  topics  followed  which  was  so  mterest- 
iiig  that  those  present  seemed  loath  to  leave  the  meeting  place  when  the  end 
came. — M.  G.  H. 


LEHIGH  VALLEY   BEEKEEPER'S   HOLD   FIELD   MEETING   AND 

ANNUAL  BANQUET 

The  first  Field  Meeting  of  the  1931  season  was  held  Wednesday,  May  6. 
Profls'^sorTnde'^so^  c'^nducfed  the  meeting  at  Weaver  Af  ry  -t^^^^^^^^ 
the  members  and  their  friends  then  proceeded  to  one  ^f  the  Trexler  A^^^^^ 
Outdoor  wintering  and  spring  management  furnished  the  topic  for  discussion 
and  demonstration. 

The  joint  banquet  of  the  Beekeeper's  and  Fruit  G-^^f '«,,Af°"^*;°%f 
the  Schnecksvllle  Fireman's  Hall,  the  same  evening,  rounded  out  the  day.    Af- 
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ter  a  chicken  and  waffle  supper,  cooked  and  served  as  only  Pennsylvania  Dutch 
Cooks  can  serve  it,  a  lecture  on  Pollenation  was  delivered  by  William  Foster, 
City  Bacteriologist  of  Easton.  Professor  Foster  formerly  taught  Biology  at 
Lafayette  College,  and  his  lecture  illustrated  with  more  than  50  colored  slides 
of  flowers  and  fruit  blossoms,  showing  the  various  methods  nature  uses  to  lure 
the  insects  to  accomplish  the  fertilization  of  the  seeds,  proved  interesting  and 
instructive  to  Beekeepers  and  Fruit  Grower's  alike. 

Professor  E.  J.  Anderson  then  gave  a  talk  on  the  different  races  and  varie- 
ties of  bees.  This  was  followed  by  a  talk  by  Mr.  H.  B.  Kirk  on  the  inspection 
and  disease  problems. 

Music  by  some  of  Allentown's  best  entertainers,  who  also  led  the  singing 
of  popular  songs,  by  all  assembled,  concluded  the  evening  entertainment.  More 
than  a  hundred  (100)  members  and  friends  from  Lehigh,  Northampton,  and 
Monroe  counties  were  present. — Thos.  A.  Berkey. 


SELLING  HONEY  IN  AN  OFF  YEAR 

By  E.  G.  Cornwall 

There  comes  to  all  of  us  sooner  or  later  an  off  year.  The  year  just  passed 
was  an  off  year  to  most  of  us.  It  was  an  unusually  off  year  for  the  writer  on 
account  of  my  good  wife  not  being  able  to  attend  the  roadside  stand  as  in 
former  years  on  account  of  heart  trouble. 

For  although  it  being  true  that  many  of  my  former  customers  came  to  the 
house  and  made  purchases,  it  was  evident  that  if  I  was  to  sell  all  my  honey 
at  retail,  I  must  look  up  other  means  that  woul(1  relieve  my  wife  of  the  many 
trips  that  are  necessary  in  attending  a  roadside  stand. 

After  trying  ads  in  many  of  the  farm  papers,  without  results,  I  tried  a 
get-acquainted  ad  in  the  Rural  New  Yorker,  offering  to  send  a  five-pound  pail 
of  honey  for  75c  postpaid,  but  allowed  but  two  pails  to  a  customer  at  this 
price.  I  received  more  replies  from  this  ad  than  from  all  the  others.  I  had 
printed  a  nice  little  write  up  on  honey,  with  my  name  and  my  regular  price  at 
the  bottom.  These  I  sent  with  the  order  thanking  them  for  the  order  and 
wishing  the  honey  pleased  them  so  that  they  would  care  for  more.  I  also 
guaranteed  satisfaction  or  money  refunded. 

Very  few  complaints  have  ever  been  received.  I  ship  Parcel  Post,  and 
pack  as  follows.  Put  a  block  the  size  of  the  pail  at  top  and  bottom  and  nail 
a  cleat  on  all  four  si^es,  have  th^  haii  s*^raigh^  i'd  and  fa^^t-^n  wi^h  two  ".^aTDlc". 
When  I  ship  more  than  one  pail  I  place  a  block  between  the  pails  and  place 
the  pails  on  top  of  each  other  and  let  the  cleats  e:o  full  length.  As  I  do  -^n* 
have  a  cut  to  illustrate  I  will  send  a  sample  crate  for  25c  to  any  one  interested. 

I  keep  a  card  index  of  all  customers  and  use  a  follow-up  letter.  I  believe 
that  any  one  that  will  give  my  method  a  thorough  trial  will  be  successful  in 
selling  all  their  honey. 


BOTTLING  AND  SELLING  HONEY 

F.  J.  Strittmatter 


Never  bottle  any  honey  that  is  not  of  first  nuali^^y.  If  yon  have  some  in- 
ferior grades  sell  in  bulk  to  bakers  or  such  trade  as  may  use  it. 

Honey  for  bottling  must  be  thoroughly  liquified,  the  time  a^i  h-^at  r-^- 
quired  varying  with  different  grades  of  honey.'  We  usually  put  on  a  tank  of 
about  8  or  10-60  lb.  cans  in  the  afternoon  or  evening  and  heat  the  water  around 
the  honey  cans  to  about  150  degrees  and  arrange  so  the  water  will  remain  fair- 
ly warm  till  morning.  We  then  heat  again  to  about  150  degrees  and  hold  at 
this  temperature  till  honey  is  thoroughly  melted.  We  usually  take  a  fork  or 
some  tool  long  enough  to  reach  bottom  of  can  and  test  till  we  find  it  i-  all 
soft,  then  heat  for  about  another  two  hours.  If  we  are  in  a  hurry  we  brin^-  th? 
temperature  25  or  even  30  degrees  higher  but  watch  carefully  to  empty  very  soon 
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after  all  is  melted.  To  heat  the  honey  too  long  is  as  dangerous  as  to  heat  it 
too  high.  We  strain  through  a  piece  of  bunting  cloth  into  galvanized  tank  and 
bottle  while  hot.  Some  years  ago  we  bottled  honey  cold  by  times  and  found 
that  it  would  granulate  again  in  a  comparatively  short  time  unless  reheated  in 
the  jars,  which  took  extra  work  and  also  required  an  extra  heating  which 
should  be  avoided. 

Buckwheat  honey  will  not  stand  as  much  heat  as  clover  and  when  bottling 
this  we  do  not  like  to  allow  it  to  heat  higher  than  140  degrees  and  hence  we 
are  unable  to  be  sure  it  will  remain  liquid  so  long. 

To  sell  honey  successfully  some  method  of  advertising  is  essential.  No 
doubt  personal  contact  is  best  where  possible.  A  beekeeper  who  sells  only  a 
few  hundred  pounds  or  a  ton  or  so  of  honey  in  a  season  should  sell  direct  to 
the  consumers.  In  this  case  the  style  of  package  and  label  are  not  so  import- 
ant, still  we  would  advise  a  neat  package  and  a  nice  label.  You  should  be 
very  careful  in  selecting  or  designing  your  label  and  should  try  to  get  what 
you  like  and  stick  to  it.  If  you  sell  only  a  few  thousand  packages  a  season  you 
mipht  use  a  stock  label  as  this  will  be  some  cheaper  but  if  you  bottle  and.  sell 
in  large  lots  by  all  means  get  something  original.  Some  years  ago  we  used  a 
stock  label  showing  an  old  fashioned  straw  hive,  etc.  and  in  a  short  time 
several  others  used  the  .same  label  and  in  at  least  one  case  a  party  claimed  he 
was  selling  our  honey.    Some  customers  did  not  notice  the  name. 

We  also  find  a  neat  sign  to  place  in  the  store  where  our  honey  is  being 
sold  helps  considerably.  The  ones  we  use  cost  us  about  11  cents  each  in  lots 
of  500.    They  are  made  in  two  colors  on  light  background. 


Fellow  Beekeepers — Friends: — 

I  am  bringing  you  no  short  cut  to  quick  and  certain  sales,  no  cut  and  dried 
rule  as  to  How— When— and  Where  to  do  your  advertising.  Rather  I  aim  to 
state  the  problem  of  sales  and  Advertising  of  Honey  as  it  presents  itself  to  the 
small  Beekeeper. 

Honev  production  in  Penna.  has  for  many  years  not  kept  pacn  with  Honey 
Sales  and  our  larger  cities  use  quantities  of  Honey  from  the  West  while  we 
Penna.  Producers  knock  in  vain  at  the  doors  of  our  own  markets  only  to  find 
them  supplied. 

Retail  pricp  is  not  the  rrason  for  the  consumers  choice  of  Western  Honey, 
and  price  to  the  retail  merchant  is  not  always  the  deciding  factor.  More 
often  it  is  the  color  and  flavor  of  the  product  and  the  fact  that  in  Western 
Honey  the  color  and  flavor  do  not  vary  to  any  great  degree  from  season  to 
season. 

Our  State,  with  its  diversified  farming  and  its  rugged  contour,  r'oes  not 
offer  an  opportunity  to  produce  Honey  from  one  source  in  large  quantities  year 
after  year. 

In  my  location  the  season  on'^ns  with  tulin  poplar  and  progresses  into 
white  clover,  raspberry  and  blackberry,  basswood,  sweet  clover,  goldenrod  and 
pster.  with  occasionally  some  buckwheat.  In  order  to  maintain  a  constant 
flavor  or  blend  from  year  to  year,  we  must  be  on  the  alert  to  extract  at  just  the 
rie-ht  time  to  keep  some  of  the  ranker  flavors  separate  from  the  milder  ones  so 
that  we  can  blend  to  suit  our  demand.  Folks  who  were  reared  in  the  buck- 
wheat regions  of  Penna.  and  New  York  seldom  become  accustomed  to  any  other 
flavor  Honey  and  will  not  admit  that  any  mild  flavored  Honey  is  Pure  Honey, 
and  many  of  the  foreign  bom  population  in  our  larger  cities  are  just  as  hard 
to  convince,  so  that  brings  up  the  proper  labeling  of  Honey. 

To  label  all  Honey  lust  "PURE  HONEY"  is  not  enough,  the  label  should 
carrv  the  information  as  to  its  source  as  well  as  its  purity,  and  the  Honey  talks 
and  Honev  advertising  should  stress  flavor  and  source.  This  is  one  way  to  re- 
gain for  Penna.  its  own  market.  The  Water  White  Western  Honey  is  a  fine 
anpearing  Honey  but  after  one  or  two  trials  a  person  accustomed  to  Penna. 
Honey  misses  the  flavor  that  he  has  become  accustomed  to  in  Penna.  Honey. 
He  may  not  inquire  as  to  why  the  Honey  is  different,  he  may  just  drop  away 
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from  it  for  a  time.  It  is  up  to  us  to  stress  the  point  that  Honey  from  different 
plant  sources  has  a  different  flavor,  and  that  location  and  soil  conditions  may 
even  influence  flavor  in  honey  from  the  same  source.  Beekeepers,  as  a  rule, 
are  familiar  with  flavors  and  can  pass  a  blindfold  test  on  most  honeys  of  their 
own  location.  But  the  average  consumer  does  not  have  this  knowledge.  Who 
among  us  here  today  would  think  of  using  buckwheat  honey  to  sweeten  lemon- 
ade? While  buckwheat  honey  may  be  fine  as  a  lubricant  for  buckwheat  cakes 
it  does  not  blend  with  lemon  juice  to  produce  a  pleasing  drink.  If  the  con- 
sumer must  find  this  out  for  himself  you  may  lose,  for  a  time  at  least,  a  con- 
sumer. It  is  up  to  us  to  state  in  our  honey  recipes  for  lemonade  that  light 
hcney  should  be  used,  with  basswood  or  clover  as  a  first  or  second  choice. 

Honey  on  ice  cream  or  fruit  salad  demands  a  mild  flavor  and  delicate 
aroma.  But  Honey  Jumbles,  those  old  fashioned  thick,  brown,  long  keeping 
ones  our  grandmothers  gave  us  as  kids,  they  should  call  for  at  least  half  buck- 
wheat or  if  you  like  them  dark  and  tasty,  then  use  all  buckwheat  honey.  The 
average  honey  cake  recipe  calls  for  spices,  mild  honey  in  a  cake  really  needs 
something  to  add  flavor,  but  there  again  we  should  name  the  best  honey  to 
use.  For  buckwheat  in  a  layer  cake  may  add  too  much  flavor  to  suit  the  aver- 
age taste. 

If  we  who  know  these  things  do  not  pass  on  our  knowledge,  how  can  we 
expect  our  consumers  to  become  honey-enthusiasts  if  they  are  unfortunate  in 
their  flrst  choice  of  honey  for  a  cake  or  other  honey  combination.  First  impres- 
sions are  hard  to  chans:e  and  we  should  make  every  attempt  to  make  thes'^  first 
encounters  with  honey  in  a  new  role  pleasant  ones,  so  that  our  consumers  will 
be  enthusiastic  honey  boosters  instead  of  disappointed  knockers. 

I  had  for  a  long  time  been  workinsr  to  convince  a  fri'^nd  of  m^ne  that  horr^v 
was  far  superior  to  sugar  on  grapefruit.  While  he  listened  he  did  not  try 
it  out  until  he  went  deer  hunting  last  fall.  ForefeUing  th*^  pail  he  ha^  bonfrh^ 
to  take  along  on  the  trip,  he  stopped  on  the  way  into  Pike  county  and  bought 
a  pail  of  honey,  with  visions  of  the  light  amber  clover  and  tuMp  poplar  com- 
bination  I  had  always  sold  him.  He  told  the  cook  about  the  grapefruit  and 
honey  stunt.  The  next  morning  eight  (8)  fellows  tackled  grapefruit  and  buck- 
wheat honey  to  start  their  breakfast,  and  T  loav*^  the  rnst  to  v--ir  i-ioo-i--.-i.>^ 
The  rest  of  the  nail  was  dumned  out  in  a  pan  for  any  bear  that  might  not  b-^' 
so  choicy  as  to  the  flavor  of  his  honey. 

All  this  goes  to  show  that  no  matter  how  much  advertising  we  mav  Hq 
how  lonPT  we  may  v/ork  to  convince  a  person  that  honsv  in  a  new  way  is  mi^h^y 
good,  unless  we  tell  them  that  there  are  different  flavors  for  different,  ns-s  w^ 
do  not  go  far  enough.  We  must  name  and  specify  each  honey  for  its  DarMoular 
use.  Personal  contact  and  actual  demonstrations  do  more  to  move  honev  in  a 
retail  way  than  pages  of  advertising. 

In  this  day  of  hurry  and  bustle  people  do  not  take  time  to  sit  down  and 
make  a  note  of  an  address  or  price  on  a  commodity  such  as  honey  Th'^y  de- 
pend on  the  local  delicatessen  or  grocer  or  a  personal  visit  from  the  honey  man. 

For  several  years  I  have  sent  out  letters  to  local  townsm-n  r-n-aH^^rr  at 
mtervals  of  about?  a  month,  until  I  hit  on  the  plan  of  enclosing  s-if-addr-s-i-d 
post  cards,  I  received  but  few  repMes  although  I  had  my  phone  number  in  ea^h 
letter  as  well  as  on  the  letterhead  itself. 

Newspaper  Advertising  will  acquaint  the  public  with  the  fact  that  you  have 
honey  for  sale,  but  if  you  do  not  make  it  extremely  convenient  for  folks  to  get 
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your  honey  the  sales  will  go  to  the  man  who  does.  Good  Advertising  must 
do  two  things,  acquaint  the  public  with  the  fact  that  you  have  honey  for  sale 
and  create  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  public  to  use  honey.  The  rest  is  then 
up  to  the  Honey  Producer.  He  must  put  up  his  product  in  a  convenient  form 
and  make  it  easier  for  the  consumer  to  get  it. 

Newspaper  and  Magazine  Advertising  are  an  expensive  proposition  and 
usually  out  of  reach  of  most  of  us  as  individuals,  and  if  we  are  to  use  this 
method  of  stimulating  honey  sales  we  must  cooperate  and  pool  our  advertising 
funds.  I  believe  we  can  do  no  better  than  to  support  the  American  Honey.  In- 
stitute, for  although  this  Organization  is  but  a  few  years  old  we  Beekeepers 
have  a  great  deal  to  thank  them  for. 

We  the  small  producers  who  measure  our  crops  in  pounds  or  hundreds  of 
pounds,  and  market  this  crop  direct  to  the  consumer  face  a  different  problem 
from  those  larger  producers  who  measures  their  crops  in  tons  or  carloads  and 
market  it  in  those  quantities.  We  the  small  producers  render  a  service  to  the 
Industry  at  large  in  doing  first  hand  missionary  work  among  the  consumers 
themselves,  and  do  much  to  create  a  demand  for  the  product.  These  first  hand 
personal  contacts  are  the  foundation  upon  which  we  at  the  present  time  must 
build  and  for  the  future  we  must  work  for  cooperation  in  Advertising  and 
Marketing,  if  we  are  to  put  Honey  back  among  the  staple  agricultural  products, 
back  where  it  had  a  place  on  nearly  every  table  before  cheaiper  substitutes 
crowded  it  out. 

The  food  value  of  honey  has  not  changed  and  the  harmful  effects  of  too 
much  refined  sugar  will  aid  us  in  turning  thoughtful  people  to  the  use  of 
honey,  and  once  a  person  of  this  type  starts  using  honey  h&  also  starts  talking 
it  to  his  friends.  Of  this  we  have  no  better  witness  than  W.  K.  Kellogg,  of 
the  Kellogg  Cereal  Company,  who  has  probably  done  more  than  any  one  per- 
son in  cooperating  with  the  Beekeepers  to  bring  honey  to  the  attention  of  the 
public. 

The  high  pressure  salesman  is  not  always  a  successful  honey  salesman. 
Inducing  a  grocer  to  load  up  a  quantity  of  honey  that  is  too  large  for  him 
to  move  quickly  is  not  always  wise,  for  it  only  clogs  a  market  that  would  move 
honey  in  smaller  quantities,  and  a  discouraged  grocer  with  a  lot  of  candied 
honey  on  hand  is  a  hard  man  to  sell  a  second  time.  Sometimes  taking  this 
honey  from,  a  grocer  and  putting  it  in  shape  again  will  help,  but  often  he  will 
not  listen  to  any  argument  whatever..  Smaller  sales  and  more  frequent  visits 
would  have  been  a  better  method  until  he  knew  in  what  quantities  to  buy.. 

A  display  of  bees  proves  of  more  interest  to  the  consumer  and  promotes 
more  honey  sales  than  a  display  of  honey  alone,  ahS  if  the  Beekeeper  can 
arrange  to  spend  some  time  with  the  display  to  answer  questions  and  talk 
honey,  this  also  helps. 

Recipes  for  baked  goods  do  not  seem  to  have  the  appeal  that  salad  or  other 
cold  preparations  do.  Most  honey  users  are  or  soon  become  enthusiastic 
boosters  if  the  flavor  of  your  honey  is  one  that  suits  their  taste,  and  they 
wni  quickly  tell  you  if  it  is  not  the  same  that  they  had  last  time.  This  again 
explains  why  large  bottlers  prefer  Western  Honey  for  they  can  depend  on  the 
flavor  to  be  the  same  year  after  year.  By  carefully  watching  the  different  flows 
and  holding  them  separate  the  Penna.  Beekeeper  can  also  maintain  a  blend  that 
will  satisfy  his  consumers  and  on  this  point  alone  much  of  his  success  may 
depend. 


—By  Thomas  A.  Berkey. 
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BRADFORD  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Harry  W.  Beaver 

Yes  we  are  some  busy  these  days  with  the  season  ten  days  ahead  of  the 
schedule  we  had  laid  out.  We  began  unpacking  bees  May  15th  and  finished 
June  3d.  Bees  came  through  in  better  shape  than  usual  with  the  exception 
that  there  were  more  colonies  dead  than  usual,  but  less  weak  ones  to  doctor 
up.  Evidently  the  weak  ones  or  those  with  old  queens  died  outright  instead 
of  coming  thru  weak.  Our  winter  loss  was  about  ten  per  cent,  which  was  due 
t»o  queenlessness  and  failing  queens.  Of  course  no  good  colonies  will  winter  kill 
provided  they  have  stores  and  wind  protection.  After  keeping  bees  for  thirty- 
eight  years  one  ought  to  have  sense  enough  to  requeen  colonies  before  the 
queen  fails  very  much,  but  I  never  can  bring  myself  to  kill  a  fine  looking  queen 
that  has  her  hive  full  of  brood,  and  well  advanced  in  her  second  year,  but  time 
and  again  have  I  seen  such  queens  fail  entirely  inside  of  two  weeks  after  the 
spring  laying  period,  usually  about  July  is  when  they  let  go.  Then  too  it  is 
always  those  second  year  queens  and  some  that  have  been  in  the  mails  too 
long,  that  do  the  swarming. 

We  have  One  yard  that  has  been  built  up  from  swarms  shaken  from  foul 
trood  combs,  and  gassed  combs  were  used  entirely  for  brood  and  extracting 
combs.  There  are  50  colonies  at  this  yard  and  although  this  yard  was  built 
up  last  summer,  there  has  been  but  one  recurrence  of  American  Foul  Brood, 
which  proves  to  our  satisfaction  that  the  disease  can  be  cured  if  proper  pre- 
cautions are  taken. 

On  account  of  the  two  previous  dry  seasons,  not  so  much  buckwheat  will 
be  planted  this  year,  but  this  does  not  necessarily  mean  less  buckwheat  honey, 
as  we  have  secured  our  largest  crops  when  a  moderate  amount  had  been  plant- 
ed, and  the  weather  was  just  right..  The  weather  usually  determines  the  size 
of  the  crop  if  a  reasonable  amount  of  honey  plants  are  in  bloom. 

A  neighbor  came  rushing  in  this  evening  to  borrow  a  smoker  and  veil  to 
hive  a  swarm  that  he  said  was  settling  somewhere  down  the  road.  About  haU 
an  hour  later  he  returned  with  a  sheepish  grin  and  said  it  was  a  neighbor 
starting  up  his  buzz  saw,  getting*  ready  to  saw  wood. 

The  Northern  Penna.  Beekeepers  Association  offered  prizes  for  best  essays 
written  by  High  School  children  on  the  food  value  and  uses  of  honey.  Four 
essays  have  been  received  to  date.  The  result  was  somewhat  disappointing  in 
the  number  received.  The  lack  of  knowledge  of  honey  among  the  general  run 
of  people  is  appalling  to  say  the  least. 


PENNSYLVANIA  BEEKEEPERS  PICNIC,  See   Notice  Elsewhere. 
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PLANS    FOR   THE    FARM    PRODUCTS   SHOW 

Plans  are  now  well  under  way  for  the  next  Farm  Products  Show  at 
Harrisburg  in  January.  With  the  beekeepers  harvesting  a  good  crop  of 
honey  this  season  considerable  honey  and  wax  should  be  set  aside  now  to 
be  sent  to  Harrisburg. 

The  different  classes  for  which  honey  should  be  reserved  are: 

Light  and  Dark  Comb  Honey. 

Light  Amber  and   Dark  Extracted  Honey. 

Crystallized  Honey.  ' 

Individual  Collective. 

County  Collective. 

Beeswax. 

For  4-H   Club  boys  and  girls: 

Light  and   Dark   Comb  Honey. 

Light  and   Dark   Extracted  Honey. 

In  selecting  comb  honey  for  show  purposes  pick  sections  which  have 
the  comb  attached  to  the  section  on  all  sides  with  as  few  through  holes  as 
possible.  The  capping  should  be  even  and  white.  If  the  cells  next  the 
wood  are  sealed  the  section  will  grade  that  much  higher.  Both  the  cappmgs 
and  the  sections  should  be  as  free  as  possible  from  propolis  and  other 
stains.  Any  section  containing  honeydew  is  generally  disqualified  by  the 
judge. 

Sections  for  show  should  be  wrapped  in  clear  cellophane  or  at  least 
in  cellophane  wrappers  with  one  side  clear  so  the  judge  can  see  the  con- 
dition of  the  comb  plainly. 

The  cellophane  helps  the  appearance  of  the  section  and  protects  the 
honey  from  dirt  which  is  plentiful  at  most  shows. 


NATIONAL    HONEY    WEEK 

National  Honey  Week  will  be  held  this  year  between  the  days  of  No- 
vember 9th  and  14th.  The  advertising  of  honey  should  not  be  earned  out 
only  during  National  Honey  Week  but  during  the  entire  f  ^^^-^^^^^hfj^,  ^^^ 
always  been  a  golden  opportunity  to  advertise  honey  in  our  unusually  large 
markets  of  the  East,  but,  the  beekeepers  themselves  have  done  very  little 


and  in  most  cases  nothing  in  this  direction.  National  Honey  Week  would 
be  an  excellent  time  to  break  the  ice  and  make  a  special  effort  to  do  some 
advertising. 

During  National  Honey  Week  there  should  be  at  least  one  large  dis- 
play of  bees  and  honey  in  every  town  in  Pennsylvania.  A  single  frame 
glass  hive  with  one  comb  of  bees,  brood  and  honey  can  be  placed  on  dis- 
play at  little  expense.  Honey  in  its  different  forms  can  be  placed  near  the 
glass  hive. 

The  display  of  honey  should  include  sections,  one-half  pound  jars,  one 
pound  jars,  and  some  tin  containers.  A  small  cake  or  two  of  beeswax  would 
add  materially  to  such  a  display. 

In  many  sections  honey  extracting  demonstration  could  be  put  on  dur- 
ing one  or  two  days  of  the  week.  Honey  could  be  extracted,  strained  and 
placed  in  bottles  and  sold  at  the  demonstration.  An  added  feature  might 
be  to  advertise  honey  five  cents  a  pound  cheaper  during  the  demonstration 
providing  the  containers  are  brought  by  the  customer.  During  the  demon- 
stration questions  could  be  answered  regarding  the  gathering  and  storing 
of  honey,  the  building  of  combs,  the  sources  of  honey,  etc. 

There  are  other  ways  by  which  honey  can  be  advertised  during  Na- 
tional Honey  Week;  by  talks  at  high  schools  or  other  gatherings,  by  ar- 
ticles in  the  local  newspapers,  and  by  demonstrations  for  the  uses  of  honey 
held  in  some  store.  Every  beekeeper  should  plan  some  type  of  advertis- 
ing to  suit  his  local  conditions  and  his  ability. 

If  we  don't  advertise  honey  and  take  the  responsibility  of  getting  it 
before  the  public  "WHO  WILL?"  National  Honey  Week  is  an  excellent 
time  to  begin  an  advertising  campaign. 


LAST  PREPARATIONS  FOR  WINTER 

If  one  were  to  judge;  indications  are  that  the  weather  this  winter  will 
be  severe  since  we  have  had  a  summer  of  abundant  production  of  nearly 
all  foods.  Irregardless  of  the  severity  of  the  winter  a  great  deal  of  satis- 
faction can  be  felt  by  the  beekeeper  who  gives  proper  attention  to  the 
details  which  insure  successful  wintering. 

Young  queens  and  plenty  of  young  bees  are  always  desirable  for  suc- 
cessful wintering.  At  the  present  time  many  colonies  of  bees  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  State  are  gathering  a  dark  honey  of  poor  quality  while 
other  colonies  are  gathering  fruit  juices.  Winter  food  made  from  either 
IS  almost  sure  to  cause  dysentery  and  a  heavy  winter  loss.  This  condition 
can  be  remedied  by  feeding  10  pounds  of  sugar  made  into  a  thick  sugar 
syrup.  The  syrup  should  be  made  of  2  1-2  parts  of  sugar  by  measure  to  1 
part  of  water.  The  sugar  should  be  thoroughly  dissolved  and  the  syrup  fed 
during  the  evening.  Feed  the  syrup  in  October  after  bees  have  stopped 
working  on  other  sources  of  honey. 

Good  wind  protection  helps  materially  to  reduce  winter  losses.  This 
protection  may  be  a  woods,  a  barn,  or  an  artificial  fence,  anything  to  check 
the  force  of  the  prevailing  winds. 

The  colonies  should  be  dry  during  the  winter.  The  apiary  should  al- 
ways be  located  in  a  dry  place.  In  addition,  burlap  should  be  placed  above 
the  colony  with  a  super  of  chaff  placed  on  it  to  draw  the  moisture  away 
from  the  colony,  provision  being  made  so  the  bees  can  cross  from  one 
frame  to  another  under  the  burlap. 

A  packing  case  with  three  or  four  inches  of  chaff  is  to  the  bees  what 
a  winter  overcoat  is  to  us.  Not  absolutely  necessary  but  a  big  help  for 
successful  wintering. 
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REVIEW   OF   THE    SEASONS 

The  clover  honey  flow  stopped  rather  abruptly  in  June  so  the  crop  of 
light  honey  harvested  is  not  as  large  as  estimated  at  first.  It  is  about  an 
average  crop.  Excessive  swarming  helped  to  reduce  the  average  for  the 
State.  The  reduction  from  this  cause  is  estimated  at  10  to  15  pounds  per 
colony. 

Honeydew  has  been  gathered  extensively  this  summer.  Large  quan- 
tities being  stored  in  section  supers.  Some  colonies  have  filled  as  many  as 
sixty  sections  with  it.  The  disposal  of  this  product  will  be  a  problem  for 
many  beekeepers. 

The  fall  flow  from  buckwheat  has  been  fair  up  to  the  present.  Rain 
and  cold  weather  helped  materially  to  reduce  the  surplus.  Swarming  in 
the  buckwheat  sections  has  become  troublesome  for  the  second  time  this 
season.     Asters  are  now  yielding  heavily  in  some  of  the  northern  counties. 

The  demand  for  honey  is  fair  and  in  some  sections  good.  Wrapping 
with  cellophane  has  helped  materially  to  increase  the  sales  of  comb  honey. 

The  honey  crop  in  the  western  part  of  the  country  was  very  poor.  The 
demand  for  light  honey  in  large  quantities  has  materially  improved  in  the 
city  markets. 

HONEY    LEMONADE    ILLEGAL 

For  the  past  few  years,  Mr.  D.  C.  Gilham  has  been  making  and  selling 
at  the  Schuylkill  County  Fair  lemonade  sweetened  with  honey  instead  of 
sugar.  The  product  found  a  good  market  on  warm  days  since  it  satisfied 
the  thirst  as  few  other  drinks  would.  After  a  series  of  unpleasant  experi- 
ences he  was  finally  informed  that  it  was  illegal  according  to  the  soft 
drinks  law  of  the  State  to  make  any  soft  drinks  sweetened  with  any  pro- 
ducts other  than  cane  or  beet  sugar.  In  other  words,  he  was  informed  that 
honey  could  not  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

Those  interested  in  formulating  and  passing  laws  relating  to  soft  drinks 
undoubtedly  deserve  to  be  commended  for  their  effort  to  protect  the  health 
of  the  people.  It  is,  however,  evident  that  they  did  not  know  about  the  use 
of  honey  one  of  our  finest  sweets,  in  making  lemonade.  Since  honey  has 
been  found  to  be  useful  in  sweetening  lemonade  a  law  or  an  amendment 
to  soft  drink  laws  should  be  passed  permitting  the  use  of  honey  as  well 
as  cane  or  beet  sugar  for  this  purpose.  It  would  seem  to  be  the  duty  of 
our  State  Beekeepers'  Association  to  sponsor  such  an  amendment  for  the 
soft  drink  laws. 

FLOWERS    VISITED    PER    MINUTE 

As  a  matter  of  interest  the  writer  counted  the  number  of  apple  blos- 
soms a  be^  visits  per  minute.  Later  the  same  was  done  for  some  other 
flower  it  wis  found  that  the  number  of  flowers  visited  per  mmute  indi- 
cated fairly  accurately  the  intensity  of  the  honey  flow  as  shown  by  the 
honey  stored  in  the  hive.  . 

The  records  taken  this  summer  by  the  writer  and  the  average  visits  to 
individual  blossoms  were  as  follows: 

ADDles  ^^^  P^"*  ""'^^^^ 

Apples      minute 

Sweet   Clover   7.^  *L^  ,v,iniifA 

Wild  Carrot  ^^  P^^  ^.^^^J^ 

Vitpx  11  P^""  "''''"^^ 

viLtJA minute 

Buckwheat     ^      ^.^^^^ 

^^r^:^  EggslZZ 8  to  10  per  minute 


'. 
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The  last  flower  is  one  of  unusual  interest.  The  flower  is  similar  to 
that  of  a  snapdragon.  Some  bees  in  gathering  nectar  from  it  open  the 
flower  and  crawl  inside  to  get  the  nectar.  In  doing  so  they  lost  consider- 
able time.  Other  bees  went  to  the  base  of  the  flower  and  took  the  nectar 
from  a  hole  chewed  into  the  blossom  by  some  other  insect.  The  visits  of 
bees  which  obtained  the  nectar  from  the  artificial  openings  were  erratic 
and  difficult  to  count  since  many  flowers  did  not  have  the  openings. 

The  number  of  flowers  which  a  bee  visits  per  minute  indicates  fairly 
accurately  the  amount  of  nectar  which  the  blossoms  are  secreting  and  the 
relative  intensity  of  the  honey  flow.  If  a  bee  makes  many  visits  per  min- 
ute, for  instance,  40  or  50,  it  is  getting  only  a  little  nectar.  A  large  amount 
of  time  and  energy  are  spent  in  visiting  the  flowers.  A  large  amount 
of  food  is  also  consumed  during  the  period  required  for  the  bee  to  obtain 
a  load  of  nectar. 

The  vitex  mentioned  above  is  owned  by  Mr.  Stewart  of  Greensburg. 
Last  spring  he  bought  a  few  three -year- old  trees.  They  stood  about  three  feet 
high  when  planted.  Seme  of  them  began  to  bloom  in  June  and  have  been 
blooming  ever  since.  Their  blossoms  are  small  and  lavendar  in  color.  The 
entire  surface  of  the  tree  is  covered  with  the  bloom.  Bees  and  other  in- 
sects have  been  very  busy  on  the  blossoms  all  summer. 

Some  branches  have  grown  three  or  four  feet  in  length  during  the  past 
season.  The  ability  of  the  vitex  to  withstand  our  winters  has  not  been 
tested  as  yet  since  this  will   be  their  first  winter  in   Pennsylvania. 

The  vitex  as  most  beekeepers  will  recall  is  the  new  honey  plant  in- 
troduced into  this  country  a  few  years  ago  from  China.  Since  then  a  good 
bit  has  been  written  in  different  publications  regarding  the  good  qualities 
of  the  plant.  ' 


TASTING    HONEY    FOR    FLAVOR 

We  have  heard  a  great  deal  in  the  past  about  blending  honeys  so  that 
honey  can  be  bought  anywhere  and  have  the  same  flavor.  It  is  argued  that 
blended  honey  carries  the  flavor  of  several  honeys  and  is  therefore  more 
likely  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  buyer.  Blended  honey  may  carry  a  good 
flavor  but  it  does  not  have  the  fineness  of  flavor  found  in  some  of  our  pure 
honeys,  such  as  red  raspberry  honey,  alsike  clover  honey,  etc.  Because  of 
the  great  variety  of  honey  produced  in  Pennsylvania  it  is  difl^cult  to  get 
the  same  flavor  even  in  blended  honey  year  after  year. 

Mr.  Glebe  in  his  roadside  market  has  introduced  a  new  phase  ip  mar- 
keting honey.  When  a  customer  offers  to  buy  honey  at  the  market  he  is 
given  an  opportunity  to  taste  honey  of  the  different  flavors  so  that  he  can 
pick  out  a  honey  which  will  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  his  taste.  Bottles 
containing  the  different  kinds  of  honey  and  sanitary  spoons  are  available 
for  tasting  the  honey.  Mr.  Glebe  finds  that  a  number  of  customers  who 
ask  for  one  bottle  of  honey  will  often  buy  several  in  order  to  get  the  dif- 
ferent flavors  of  honey.  Some  customers  will  write  back  for  honey  since 
they  are  sure  of  getting  honey  of  the  desired  flavor. 

It  is  generally  admitted  among  the  older  beekeepers  that  many  persons 
like  only  the  flavor  of  honey  which  they  were  accustomed  to  eat  during 
their  younger  days.  The  writer  knows  that  buckwheat  honey  is  preferred 
in  Carbon  County,  but  will  not  sell  in  Adams  County. 

Honey  customers  often  move  into  a  different  locality  and  buy  honey 
which  was  gathered  from  different  flowers.  They  taste  the  new  honey  and 
find  it  different,  sometimes  they  do  not  like  the  flavor  of  the  new  honey 
then  decide  that  honey  is  not  worth  buying.  If  they  knew  that  each  flower 
produced  a  different  flavor  of  honey  they  could  locate  the  desired  flavor  of 
honey  and  continue  to  be  good  customers. 


ESSAY   CONTESTS 

The  counties  planning  essay  contests  for  this  winter  should  complete 
their  plans  at  once  and  make  final  arrangements  for  publicity  with  the 
Coun-y  Superintendent  of  Schools  and  the  County  Agricultural  Agents.  A 
plan  for  the  contests  was  outlined  in  No.  4  of  last  year's  issue  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania  Beekeeper. 


FOR  SALE — Four  frame  reversing  extractor  in  first  class  shape.     Write 
Treesdale  Farms,  Mat's,  Pa. 


A.  L.  Trainer  of  Schnecksville,  motored  to  the  apiary  of  B.  C.  McHenry 
of  Stillwater,  to  inspect   his  bees  and  beekeeping  equipment. 


Mr 
light  c 
ham 


D.  C.  Gilham  won  the  silver  cup  offered  for  the  best  12  sections  of 
mb   honey  at  the  Schuylkill  County  Fair.     Mr.   Malich  and  Mr.  Gil- 
Vy'ere  close  competitors  for  most  of  the  firsts. 


BRIEF    ACCOUNT    OF    APIARY    INSPECTION— SEASON    OF    1931 

H.  B.    Kirk 

It  is  a  bit  early  in  the  season  to  give  an  exact  record  of  the  Apiary 
Inspection  Work  for  this  season.  A  detailed  report  of  this  work  will  be 
given  in  a  later  number. 

Approximately  the  same  amount  of  territory  will  be  covered  this  season 
as  las.  season,  except  that  a  greater  amount  of  burning  has  been  done  by 
b'Ah  the  inspectors  and  the  beekeepers,  and  a  fine  spirit  of  co-operation 
existed  between  the  beekeepers  and  the  department.  This  was  shown  by  the 
willingness  of  the  beekeepers  to  burn  colonies  after  inspection  disclosed 
that  disease  was  present. 

A  great  reduction  in  the  number  of  prosecutions  indicated  appreciation 
of  our  inspection  service. 

The  names  and  addresses  of  beekeepers  who  have  not  received  inspec- 
tion in  the  following  counties  should  be  sent  to  the  Chief  Apiary  Inspector, 
llani3burg,  Pa.,  so  that  they  will  receive  inspection  when  these  counties 
are  reinspected  for  illegal  hives  next  spring. 

Erie,  Armstrong.  Blair,  Washington,  Mifflin.  Union  Snyder.  Montour. 
Perry,  Franklin,  York,  Wayne,  Berks,  Bucks,  Montgomery,  Delaware,  and  Phil- 
adelphia. 


A    NEW    HONEY   CALENDAR 

A  new   novel  and  attractive  honey  calendar  has  been  printed  by  John  F 
Hawkins    PO    Box  203.  Chester,  Pa.     Each  page  of  the  calendar  contains 
Sr;  of   an    attractive    series    of   photographs       Each    page    also    contains   a 
series  of  recipes  and  interesting  facts  regarding  ^^^^J^'  ^^^^^^.'^^^'/^f.if  ^^^^^^^ 
properties.     Mr.   Hawkins   suggests   that   a   calendar   be   sent  by   each   bee 
keeper  to  his  larger  customers  and  to  his  local  physicians. 

Fifty  calendars  soil  for  $8.00.     Mr.  Hawkins  ^^^^^elf 7;^/^™L^epefs'^ 
tising  material  for  advertising  honey.     I^  "^^f  ^  J^^^XhI  beekeepers 

terested  in  advertising  to  write  directly  to  Mr.  Ha^vklns. 


BLAIR    COUNTY    NOTES 

The  honey  crop  of  Blair  County  has  been  a  satisfactory  one  up  to  date, 
with  prospects  of  rounding  out  the  season  with  a  plentiful  flow  from  Asters 
now  coming  into  bloom. 

Blair  County  produces  almost  no  buckwheat  honey  as  the  farmers  here 
pay  but  scant  attention  to  the  growing  of  buckwheat. 

At  the  present  time  bees  are  storing  a  moderate  supply  of  nectar  which 
comes  from  Sweet  Clover,  Goldenrod  and  Golden  Bidens. 

Goldenrods  have  been  in  full  bloom  for  a  few  weeks  and  some  of  its 
varieties  have  gone  to  seed.  The  Goldenrods  are  hailed  as  one  of  the  great 
nectar  producing  fall  flowers.  I  have  never  found  that  they  have  been  of 
such  major  importance  in  that  respect,  and  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  they  are  overrated  as  honey  products  in  Pennsylvania,  east  of  the 
AUeghenies. 

Time  and  again  I  have  wandered  through  the  fields  of  Goldenrods.  They 
grow  most  plentiful  here,  interspersed  here  and  there,  one  will  find  a  stray 
plant  of  Sv/eet  Clover.  I  have  invariably  noted  that  a  few  bees  were  in- 
dustriously working  on  the  Sweet  Clover  blossoms,  but  not  a  bee  on  the 
vast  thousands  of  Goldenrods,  however,  there  are  many  species  of  Golden- 
rod.     I  have  found  bees  quite  plentiful  on  one  of  them. 

The  Goldenrods  receive  credit  here  for  the  abundant  honey  flow  pro- 
duced by  the  Asters.  It  reminds  me  of  our  youthful  days,  when  we  firmly 
believed  and  unwittingly  gave  credit  to  the  "Easter  Bunnies"  for  the  multi- 
colored eggs  so  plentifully  in  evidence  during  the   Easter  festival. 

The  great  fall  honey  plants  of  this  section  are  the  wild  Asters.  They 
grow  in  every  waste  spot,  are  profuse  bloomers  until  killing  frosts  over- 
take them.  The  bees  are  busy  on  them  early  and  late.  When  quite  a  dis- 
tance from  the  apiary  one  can  detect  the  odor  emitted  from  the  hives  dur- 
ing the  process  of  ripening  the  honey.  They  yield  nectar  most  plentifully 
and  make  good  winter  food  for  the  bees  when  nectar  is  thoroughly  rip- 
ened. 

The  one  drawback  that  can  happen  is  to  have  a  surplus  of  rain,  during 
the  blooming  period,  fortunately,  these  wet  autumn  seasons  occur  but  sel- 
dom. In  case  they  do,  it  is  well  for  the  beekeeper  to  feed  about  ten  pounds 
of  thick  sugar  syrup  during  the  early  part  of  October  to  correct  the  pres- 
ence of  the  pollen  washed  into  the  nectaries  of  the  blossoms  by  the  mois- 
ture,  resulting  in  unsuitable  winter  stores. 

In  closing  it  may  be  well  to  call  attention  to  a  fine  fall  honey  plant, 
blooming  during  the  last  week  of  August  and  early  September  called  in  the 
west,  Spanish  Needle,  and  here  in  the  east.  Bur  Marigold  or  Brook  Sun- 
flower, both  of  these  latter  names  are  rather  gross  misnomers.  Bidens 
Chrysantemoides  or  Bidens  Lavis,  from  the  Latin  Bis  twice,  and  Dentis  a 
tooth,  referring  to  its  two-pronged  seeds,  it  is  of  the  same  species  as  the 
common  pernicious  weed  known  as  Beggar  Ticks  (Bidens  frondosa).  Ev- 
eryone is  familiar  with  the  two-pronged  seeds  of  that  weed,  which  cling 
to  one's  clothing  if  roaming  through  a  field  during  fall  and  the  task  of 
picking  them  off  singly,  but  Golden  Bidens  does  not  grow  where  that  mis- 
erable trait  of  its  brother  can  occur.  It  is  a  plant  with  most  attractive 
golden  blossoms,  produced  in  great  profusion,  somewhat  resembling  a  large 
yellow  daisy.  It  grows  from  one  to  five  feet  high  along  brooks  and  in 
swamps  and  yields  a  fine  honey  of  a  golden  color.  It  will  repay  the  bee- 
keeper to  sow  some  of  its  seed  in  a  favored  place.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  it  will  not  thrive  in  a  shaded  spot.  It  delights  to  grow  out  in 
the  full  sunshine,  once  started  in  a  congenial  place  it  will  continue  to  thrive 
without  care.     It  is  not  a  weed  in  the  common  sense  of  that  term. 
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Covering  the  swamps  which  are  watered  by  the  flow  and  ebb  of  the 
tides,  bordering  along  the  Delaware  River,  south  of  Philadelphia  and  ex- 
tending south  into  the  State  of  Delaware,  are  acres  and  acres  of  this  plant. 

To  see  them  at  their  best  when  in  full  bloom  by  looking  toward  the  set- 
ting sun  with  a  gentle  breeze  wafting  over  them  they  look  like  a  rippling 
golden  ocean  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach  and  are  a  sight  one  never  forgets. 

Bees  kept  in  that  area  reap  a  bounteous  surplus  harvest  of  fine  honey. 
The  source  seldom  fails  as  the  plants  need  not  depend  on  weather  condi- 
tions. 

We  have  some  small  plots  of  Golden  Bidens  here  and  bees  are  very 
busy  on  them  at  this  writing,  September  7th. 

FREDERICK  HAHMAN. 


REPORT  OF  CLEARFIELD  COUNTY  BEEKEEPERS  MEETING 

The  annual  summer  picnic  of  the  Clearfield  County  Beekeepers'  Asso- 
ciation was  held  at  Bells  Landing  on  Friday,  August  28.  There  was  a  very 
good  attendance  of  Beekeepers  from  the  county.  In  the  morning,  Mr.  E.  J. 
Anderson,  of  State  College,  demonstrated  the  transferring  of  a  colony  of 
bees  from  a  home-made  box  hive  to  a  standard  ten  frame  hive.  After  the 
bees  were  removed  from  the  box  the  brood  comb  was  cut  out,  placed  up- 
side down  on  a  frame  and  tied  with  a  cord;  this  was  done  to  six  frames; 
the  other  four  were  filled  with  foundation  and  placed  at  the  sides  of  the 
hives,  with  the  brood  frames  in  the  center. 

The  business  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Mr.  Clyde 
Wilson  at  1:30.  The  minutes  of  last  year's  meeting  were  read.  Mr.  Ander- 
son greeted  the  members  and  spoke  of  good  methods  of  beekeepmg,  re- 
ferring especially  to  location  of  colonies.  He  also  demonstrated  an  electric 
wire  imbedder,  which  he  had  constructed.  Mr.  George  Rea  of  Reynolds- 
ville  spoke  of  bees  in  orchards,  telling  of  his  observations  in  orchards  on 
the  lake  front  of  Lake  Ontario  during  fruit  bloom.  Mr.  J.  B.  HoUopeter, 
of  Rockton  spoke  of  the  past  year  as  being  a  fine  year  for  beekeepers.  Mr. 
Postlethwaite  of  DuBois.  who  has  kept  bees  for  45  years  urged  beekeepers 
to  have  good  equipment.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bell  of  Bells  Landing  talked  to  boys 
starting  in  beekeeping,  giving  them  good  advice  as  to  things  to  remember 
in  the  beginning. 

This  closed  the  speaking.  The  election  of  officers  then  took  place  Mr^ 
Bell  moved,  seconded  by  Mr.  Postlethwaite,  that  the  present  officers  b^ 
retained  for  another  year.  This  motion  was  carried,  and  a  very  interesting 
and  instructive  meeting  adjourned.  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^^^ 


ERIE    COUNTY    BEEKEEPERS'    ASSOCIATION 

The  summer  Meeting  and  Picnic  of  the  ^rie  County  Beekeepers'  Asso- 
ciation had  been  planned  as  a  tri-county  affair,  the  ^^^.^^/^Xe   wa^ 
ford   and   Warren   having   been   asked   to   ParticiPa^^^^^^^  ?'ia^ce  for  a  picnic 
adohta  Lake,  since  this  had   been  found  so  f^lf^^^^"^,  ^^  ^^^^^^^^^    the  aUend- 
1     X  T^    cT^i^^  ^f  fbo   Qbnrt   time  allowed  for  aaveriising.   ine  ttLicuu 

New  York  and  Ohio  present  to  join  us. 

The   morning   was   largly   spent   in   informal   discussions   of   individual 
problems.     Here   and   there   one   could   ^^\^^f''XtZm7^ntiSel'rot.  An- 


country  in  order  to  look  over  some  beeyards  and  to  find  an  old-fashioned 
box  hive.  The  educational  part  of  the  afternoon's  program  had  been  an- 
nounced as  a  demonstration  of  transferring  a  box  hive  into  a  movable 
frame  hive.  A  number  of  apiaries  were  found  and  closely  searched,  but 
there  was  not  a  single  box  hive  to  be  found,  a  fact  much  to  the  credit  of 
the  inspector  of  Crawford  County.  P^inally,  we  discovered  a  small  colony 
in  an  odd-sized,  homo-made  hive,  and  this  was  selected  to  be  the  object  of 
the  demonstration.  The  owner  of  it  was  very  generous  in  donating 
colony  for  the  purpose.     It  vras  carried   back  in  triumph  to  the  Lake. 


this 


In  the  meantime  noon 
nic  lunch.     The  many  long 
und   presented   a   pleasing 
fair  lady  beekeepers. 


had  arrived.  It  was  time  to  partake  of  the  pic- 
tables  of  the  picnic  grove  were  quickly  occupied, 
ht,   enhanced   by   the  gay   colors   worn   by  our 


sig 


After  lunch,  Prof.  Anderson  made  the  formal  address  of  welcome.  Fa- 
ther Hepner  spoke  on  "False  Economy  in  Beekeeping  and  Lessons  Gleaned 
From  Mistakes."  C.  L.  Wright.  Secretary  of  the  Erie  County  Association, 
Mr.  Sprout,  and  others  were  introduced  and  addressed  the  meeting  in  a 
few  words.  Then  Mr.  Anderson  again  spoke  on  the  importance  of  bee- 
keeping to  the  orchardist.  Finally,  at  2  P.  M.,  the  transferring  demonstra- 
tion was  held  by  Prof.  Anderson,  assisted  by  Father  Hepner.  It  proved 
most  interesting,  as  witnessed  by  the  large  ring  of  spectators,  and  their 
intelligent  questions  and  remarks.  Prof.  Anderson's  home-built  electric  wire 
cmbeddor  aroused  groat  interest.  Several  good  pictures  were  taken  of  the 
demonstration. 

Then  the  time  came  for  the  games.  And  what  fun  we  had!  There 
were  some  fine  queen  bees  for  prizes,  together  with  quite  an  assortment  of 
useful  or  funny  articles.  There  were  relay  races,  a  tug-of-war,  marshmal- 
low  contest,  games  for  children — and  what  a  fine  lot  of  kiddies  we  saw 
tiiere!  Special  features  for  ladies,  boys'  foot  race,  a  peanut  scramble  for 
tlie  little  ones,  and  guessing  contests.  The  many  swings  and  slides  and 
other  attractions  for  the  children  were  assiduously  occupied,  and  the  re- 
freshing waters  of  the  lake  lured  the  bathers.  But  everything  has  an  end, 
and  so  did  this  most  pleasant  day  pass  away,  but  it  left  a  lingering  memory, 
and  we  parted  with  the  resolution  of  having  another  even  bigger  and  better 
day  next  year. 

REV.   M.   G.   HEPNER. 


4-H    BEE    CLUB,    NORTH    EAST,    ERIE    COUNTY,    PA. 

Some  of  our  members  attended  the  Summer  Picnic  at  Canadohta  Lake, 
and  we  enjoyed   ourselves  immensely. 

• 

This  summer  several  of  our  members  found  a  lot  of  trouble  with  foul- 
brood,  both  types,  but  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  our  Inspector,  and  Mr.  Ander- 
son, we  are  all  cleaned  up  and  pro3pering.  If  our  plans  succeed,  we  are 
going  to  put  on  a  live  bee  demonstration  at  the  North  East  Community 
Exposition  during  the  end  of  September. 


On 
spector 
for  his 
county, 
months, 
end  of 
dustry, 
Bentley 


INSPECTION    WORK    IN    ERIE    COUNTY 

the  dot,  as  promised,  Mr.  Raymond  Bentley,  our  newly  appointed  in- 

for  Erie  County,  began  his  work,  and  we  are  very  grateful  to  him, 

courtesy,  modesty  and   efficiency.     He   has  done  great  w^ork   in  the 

Yet.    Erie    County    is    a    rather    large    territory   to    cover    in    three 

Fairview  and  Girard  townships  were  still  to  be  inspected  at  the 
August.  Therefore,  a  petition  was  sent  to  the  Bureau  of  Plent  In- 
Mr.  Bell   its  director,  and   Mr.  Kirk,  inspector-in-chief,  to  allow   Mr. 

to  continue  his  work  during  September.  This  petition  was  granted, 
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and  we  hope  that  by  the  end  of  the  season  all  territory  will  be  covered. 
Next  year  we  expect  a  reinspection  of  some  of  our  territory  which  was 
found  the  most  heavily  infected  this  year.  The  reinspection  should  make 
sure  of  the  results  of  this  year's  inspection. 

Now,  since  we  know  what  to  do,  and  how  to  do  it,  let  us  be  up  and 
doing  in  case  disease  should  again  show  itself  in  our  colonies. 

REV.   M.   G.   HEPNER. 


OH,   YES,  WE    LOVE   OUR    NEIGHBORS   AS  OURSELVES! 

That  is  the  reason  some  of  us  attended  the  Ohio  State  Beekeepers* 
Meeting,  at  the  A.  I.  Root  Company  plant  at  Medina,  Ohio,  August  6.  Look 
at  the  group  picture  in  the  September  number  of  the  "Gleanings."  Per- 
haps, you  will  recognize  some  of  us.  But,  if  we  went  only  to  Ohio,  New 
A'ork  might  be  jealous,  so  Father  Hepner  went  to  Hyde  Park,  to  attend 
the  summer  meeting  of  the  New  York  State  Honey  Producers.  The  meet- 
ing was  held  at  Governor  Roosevelt's  summer  home  on  the  Hudson.  Mr. 
Anderson,  Father  Hepner,  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Patton,  our  apicultural  friend 
fiom  the  Coun  y  Bureau,  motored  to  Colden.  New  York,  to  Mr.  Emil  Gute- 
knust's  "Honey  Hill"  to  join  the  Western  New  Yorkers  at  their  meetings. 
At  both  these  gatherings,  we  met  many  old  friends,  and  acquired  a  lot  of 
new  ones.  Let  us  have  more  of  these  meetings  attended  by  our  beekeeping 
friends  from  outside  our  own  territories. 

REV.  M.  G.  HEPNER. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY    MEETING 

This  Fall  we  might  call  it  the  "Aster"  meeting  of  the  Montgomery 
County  Beekeepers'  Association  was  held  at  the  residence  and  apiary  of 
Mr.  A.  V.  Kaiser,  Jr.,  on  the  Wentz  Road  near  Centre  Square  on  Saturday, 
September  12.  The  attendance  was  not  as  large  as  usual,  probably  due  to 
the  counter-attraction  of  County  Fair  at  Hatfield.  j 

After  the  usual  routine  business  and  the  election  of  two  new  members 
an  informal  discussion  of  foulbrood  and  late  introduction  took  place  later 
followed  by  an  inspection  of  the  apiary.  That  this  was  the  "Aster"  honey 
season  was  very  evident  from  the  odor  which  could  be  easily  detected  100 
feet  away  from  the  apiary  due  to  the  strong  breeze. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  the  Spring  Apple  Blossom  Meeting  in  May  at 
the  apiary  of  Mr.  Charles   G.  Fensterle  at  Tilford,   Pa.  „^^^„ 

CHAb.    r .    HUoLK. 


AUTO    TOUR    TO    WASHINGTON,    D.    C. 

A  tri-county  tour  including  York,  Lancaster  and  Adams  Counties  was 
conducted  to  Washington,  D.  C.  on  August  19th. 

The  first  group  left  Lancaster  at  7:30  and  met  the  second  g/ouP  at 
York  at  8:15.  ThJ  entire  group  left  Gettysburg  at  9:  5  and  arrived  at  the 
Bee  Culture  Laboratory  at  Somerset  at  noon.  There  they  enjoyed  a  basket 
picnic  in  the  woods  which  surround  one  end  of  the  laboratory. 
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The  afternoon  program  began  at  one-thirty  with  a  few  announcements 
by  E.  J.  Anderson  who  turned  the  meeting  over  to  W.  J.  Nolan.  Mr.  Ham- 
bleton  was  absent  being  in  the  South  to  attend  a  series  of  meetings. 

The  first  speaker  was  W.  E.  Burnside  who  told  about  his  work  with 
formaldehyde  and  other  chemicals  in  treating  foulbrood.  He  said  that 
formaldehyde  gave  the  most  promise  for  treating  combs  but  apparently  was 
not  profitable  excepting  for  the  large  beekeeper  who  had  several  hundred 
or  more  combs  to  be  treated. 

The  second  speaker  was  Mr.  Kellogg  who  has  been  a  missionary  in 
China  for  some  years.  He  told  about  the  bees  and  beekeeping  in  China. 
He  explained  how  bees  are  kept  in  log  hives  with  a  door  on  both  ends  and 
on  the  bottom.  Only  a  few  colonies  are  kept  by  any  one  person  or  family 
since  they  are  kept  in  the  houses  with  the  family.  If  they  were  left  outside 
they  would  be  soon  stolen.  The  bees,  some  of  which  he  had  previously 
brought  to  the  Laboratory  are  considerably  smaller  than  the  Italian  bees. 
They  are  a  brownish  gray  in  color  with  three  or  four  narrow  white  bands 
across  the  abdomen.  They  remind  one  of  a  colony  of  hornets  rather  than 
bees.     They  are,  however,  very  gentle  and  easy  to  handle. 

In  China  there  are  many  superstitions  regarding  the  bees.  If  a  swarm 
leaves,  the  owner  fears  he  will  have  bad  luck  soon,  or  if  a  swarm  comes 
it  is  a  good  omen. 

Honey  is  used  very  sparingly  in  China,  being  used  largely  as  a  medi- 
cine. Most  of  the  honey  is  imported;  what  honey  they  produce  is  divided 
in  small  quantities  and  kept  for  the  year  to  be  used  only  when  the  person 
becomes  ill. 

Mr.  Farrar,  Massachusetts,  demonstrated  the  machine  which  he  has 
for  counting  bees  as  they  enter  or  leave  the  hive.  The  work  he  is  doing 
refers  to  bees  and  pollination.  He  is  trying  to  determine  the  relative  value 
of  colonies  of  different  strengths  for  pollination  work.  As  each  bee  enters 
the  hive  it  passes  through  a  little  hole  and  cuts  off  a  beam  of  light.  This 
in  turn  sets  up  an  electric  current  which  is  recorded  by  means  of  a  mag- 
net on  a  numbered  instrument. 

Mr.  Marvin  explained  his  work  in  establishing  a  scale  for  determining 
the  different  grades  of  honey. 

Part  of  the  afternoon  was  spent  in  looking  over  the  many  projects 
under  way  at  the  Laboratory.  The  equipment  required  for  this  work  was 
of  considerable  interest. 

There  were  18  cars  and  88  people  who  took  part  in  the  tour.  They  re- 
turned by  way  of  Washington  and  passed  the  capital  and  other  buildings  of 
interest. 


BRADFORD  COUNTY   NOTES 
By   Harry  W.   Beaver 

At  the  present  time  we  are  in  the  midst  of  buckwheat  extracting,  in 
fact  have  just  passed  the  midddle.  We  have  a  fair  crop  of  buckwheat 
honey  which  is  mixed  some  with  goldenrod  (notwithstanding  Prof.  Ander- 
son's statement  to  the  contrary,  that  goldenrod  does  not  yield  honey)  which 
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we  think  makes  a  better  flavored  honey  and  which  granulates  with  a  finer 
grain.  The  crop  will  run  about  40  pounds  of  clover  and  45  pounds  of  buck- 
wheat which  is  about  our  ten-y'ear  average  for  this  section. 

For  some  reason  our  colonies  have  filled  the  two-story  eight-frame  hives 
almost  solid  with  honey,  which  I  think  was  caused  by  the  cool  weather  at 
the  close  of  the  buckwheat  flow  and  the  sudden  hot  spell  and  rapid  flow 
from  the  goldenrod  which  the  bees  stored  in  the  brood  chamber  before  the 
queens  had  time  to  fill  them  with  eggs.  In  order  to  give  room  for  expan- 
sion in  the  spring  we  are  removing  three  of  the  outside  combs  of  honey  and 
replacing  with  empty  combs.  We  have  found  this  to  work  well  heretofore 
when  trying  it  on  a  smaller  scale. 

After  a  careful  study  of  the  wintering  problem  last  spring  we  find  that 
the  apiaries  which  have  the  best  wind  protection  wintered  with  the  least 
loss.  One  apiary  in  particular  where  there  was  usually  a  heavy  loss  be- 
fore having  an  eight  foot  fence  built  around  it,  wintered  without  the  loss 
of  a  single  colony.  These  fences  need  not  cost  very  much  money  if  one 
has  a  lot  of  old  boards  and  a  few  2x4's  and  posts. 

They  need  not  be  built  all  the  way  around  the  hives  especially  if  there 
is  brush  or  a  building  or  hill  which  partly  shields  it  from  one  side.  We  do 
not  build  a  tight  fence  but  leave  a  two  and  half  inch  space  between  the 
boards,  this  lets  air  through  and  gives  pressure  enough  to  keep  the  wind 
from  driving  down  over  the  fence  and  tearing  off  covers. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  experimental  cases,  we  are  wintering  in 
the  quadruple  cases  with  eight  inches  of  packing,  using  planer  shavings 
entirely  as  they  are  light  to  handle  and  clean  and  do  not  run  into  the  hives 
through  holes  or  cracks. 

Buckwheat  as  a  crop,  is  looking  fine,  at  least  in  the  growth  of  straw; 
it  also  appears  to  be  well  filled  with  grain.  I  do  not  know  how  it  will  turn 
out  in  bushels  per  acre  as  none  has  been  threshed  as  yet. 

The  rains  have  put  clover  in  fine  shape  for  winter,  there  being  better 
prospects  for  a  good  clover  year  next  year  than  for  several  years. 

Marketing  conditions  are  not  of  the  best,  and  our  advice  will  be  same 
as  last  year,  and  that  is  for  every  beekeeper  to  sell  as  much  honey  locally 
as  possible,  this  will  give  him  a  better  price  for  honey  so  marketed,  and 
will  relieve  the  general  markets  of  an  immense  amount  of  honey,  which 
ought  to  help  stiffen  prices  and  rebound  to  the  beekeeper  eventually. 

As  a  last  word,  leave  plenty  of  honey  for  the  bees  to  winter  and  spring 
on  this  will  help  in  keeping  a  great  amount  off  the  markets  also,  and  honey 
is  'much  easier  left  in  the  hives  than  it  is  to  extract  it  out  and  feed  sugar 
instead. 


Proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  Pennsylvania  Beekeep- 
ers' Association,  to  section 

I  hereby  propose  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  >^ereby  there  be 
elected  to  the  office  of  Vice-President  the  same  as  other  officers;  three  (3) 
Vice-Presidents  to  perform  the  duties  of  President  when  occasion  requires. 
These  officers  to  be  elected  from  three  distinct  sections  of  the  state,  namely, 

Northern,  Central  and  Southern.  .  ^  v     t:.i         it   T?nMcfia 

Proposed  and  presented  by  Elmer  F.  Reustle. 
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HONEY    JARS 

ALL   STANDARD    SIZES 
WRITE  TODAY  FOR   PRICES 

ROBERT  B.  REIN  HART 

Representing  the 

HAZEL-ATLAS  GLASS  COMPANY 

308  CHESTNUT  STREET  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


4*« — ■ 


PURE  THREE  BANDED  and  GOLDEN  ITALIAN  QUEENS,  $1.00  EACH 

Bred  from  honey  getters.    That  is  just  why  we  keep  bees  to  get  honey. 
You  will  be  delighted  when  you  see  them,  and  satisfied 

when  you  use  them. 
H.  A.  SILVIS  &  SONS,    Tidioute,  Peiin. 
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REUSTLE'S  PURE  FOOD  HONEY— Natures  Purest  Health  Sweet 

In  jars  and  bulk,  also  comb  honey.  Any  size  or  quantity 

Glass  honey  containers  in  re-shipping  cases.     Beeswax  bought. 

Write  for  prices 

2851  GERMANTOWN  AVE.  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 
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HARRISBURG,  PENNA. 

IS  THE  POINT  OF  QUICKEST  SERVICE  FOR 

A.  L  ROOT 
QUALITY   BEE   SUPPLIES 

We  carry  large  stocks  and  our  Bee  Supply  Department  is  in  charge 
of  a  Bee  Expert. 

We  are  distributors,  therefore  are  in  position  to  give  factory  prices 
to  Bee  Keepers,  Associations  and  Dealers.  Write  for  a  ROOT  BEE 
CATALOGUE  if  you  do  not  have  a  copy.  And  if  you  have  a  garden  or 
farm  ask  also  for  a  copy  of  our  Seed  Catalogue — both  are  free. 

WALTER  S.  SCHELL,  Inc. 
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Quality  Seeds 
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TENTH   and   MARKET   STS. 


HARRISBURG,    PA. 
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THE  WINTER  MEETING  AND  THE  FARM  SHOW 

You  have  already  received  a  program  of  the  meetings  at  Harrisburg  Janu- 
ary 20-21.  Have  you  completed  your  plans  for  the  trip?  The  fine  new  farm 
show  building  offers  a  big  attraction  both  to  those  who  saw  it  last  year  and 
to  those  who  have  not  seen  it  before.  The  building  and  the  exhibits  are  both 
something  for  which  the  State  may  well  be  proud. 

Don't  forget  your  exhibits  should  be  in  Harrisburg  by  Saturday,  January 
16th. 


ATTENTION     BEEKEEPERS 

This  magazine  has  been  sent  to  about  six  hundred  seventy  of  the  leading 
b?ekeepers  of  Pennsylvania,  in  justice  to  our  advertisers. 

Unless  there  is  a  decided  increase  in  our  receipts  of  dues,  due  and  over 
due,  the  Association,  this  may  be  the  last  copy  that  you  receive,  especially  if 
your  dues  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  Harrisburg  meeting. 

Are  YOUR  dues  paid  up  to  date?  The  Association  needs  your  membership 
and  support. 


DO  WE  ALWAYS  LOSE  THE  BEST 

Another  daily  record  was  kept  for  the  past  season  by  Robert  Morris  of  New 
Washington,  Pennsylvania.  The  weights  of  a  single  hive  on  scales  were  taken 
each  morning  and  evening  during  the  entire  spring,  summer  and  fall.  The 
outstanding  lesson  taught  by  this  series  of  figures  is  that  the  choice  honey 
flow  of  each  season  extends  over  a  very  short  period  of  time  and  that  there 
is  no  means  of  predicting  when  it  will  come.  There  were  only  fourteen  days 
of  good  honey  flow  during  past  season  as  shown  by  the  scales  but  the  colony 
actually  made  a  total  gain  of  278  pounds. 

A  few  sections  of  his  records  are  as  follows.    The  losses  over  night  were 

substracted  so  figures  given  below  are  actual  gains. 

Gain  Loss 

May  26   3%  lbs. 

May  27  10  lbs. 

May  28  5  lbs. 

May  29  H  lbs. 

May  30  8  lbs. 

Mav  31  3H  lbs. 

July  20  1      lb. 
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Gain  Loss 

•J^ly  21 1    lb. 

•J^y  22 1    n, 

July  23  1       jv. 

July  24 1       1^- 

^Pt-  7  5^  lbs. 

Sept.  8  9      lbs 

Sept.  9  14      lbs. 

Sept-  10  : 14  lbs. 

Sept.  11  10  lbs. 

Sept.  12  10  lbs. 

Sept.  13 8  lbs. 

The  last  figures  for  a  period  of  seven  days  or  one  week  show  an  actual 
gain  of  70  pounds.  How  many  of  us  beekeepers  watch  our  bees  closely  enough 
to  give  our  bees  enough  supers  to  take  advantage  of  a  honey  flow  of  this  kind*? 
The  total  gam  for  the  two  days  Sept.  9  and  10,  before  the  loss  from  evapora- 
tion took  place  was  36  pounds  or  18  pounds  each  day. 

The  colony  made  a  total  actual  gain  above  evaporation  of  316  1-2  pounds 
It  lost  38  1.2  pounds  making  a  surplus  of  278  pounds.  _e.  J.  A. 


A  TIP  IN  MARKETING 

My  experiences  with  a  one  frame  glass  observation  hive  during  National 
Honey  Week  indicated  that  the  observation  hive  is  one  of  the  best  means  of 
advertising  opon  to  the  beekeepsr.  It  was  found  that  almost  every  customer 
who  entered  the  store  spent  considerable  time  looking  at  the  bees  and  as  a 
result  many  became  interested  in  honey.  A  few  posters  telling  about  the  com- 
position of  honey,  its  properties  and  its  uses  should  be  included  with  the  exhibit 
as  well  as  several  sizes  of  containers  of  honey. 

If  you  wish  to  sell  honey  in  a  store  which  refuses  to  buy,  take  a  one  frame 
glass  hive  of  bees  under  your  arm  and  talk  bees  to  the  owner  for  a  short  period 
of  time.  Then  offer  to  leave  the  observation  hive  if  an  exhibit  of  honey  can  be 
left  with  it.  The  honey  can  be  left  with  the  understanding  that  any  left  over  will 
te  taken  back  at  the  end  of  the  week.  Generally  an  exhibit  of  this  kind  will 
make  a  permanent  "customer"  out  of  the  storekeeper 


Dr.  E.  F.  Phillips  of  Cornell  expects  to  sail  for  Europe  on  February  4th 
He  will  stay  six  months  and  study  in  Germany  and  possibly  visit  several  other 
countries.     He  has  been  invited  to  visit  both  Russia  and  British  East  Africa 
at  the  expenso  of  those  countries.    His  expenses  to  British  East  Africa  will  be 
paid  via  air  transport. 


PLAN  TO  IMPROVE  YOUR  APIARY  NOW 

It  is  surprising  the  great  number  of  beekeepers  in  the  State  who  keep  bees 
without  giving  them  any  attention  except  during  the  summer  season  and  at  the 
same  time  wonder  why  they  do  not  produce  a  more  profitable  crop  of  honey 

There  are  many  sections  of  the  state  and  especially  in  the  southeastern 
portion  where  it  is  necessary  to  produce  your  surplus  before  July  15  which 
means  that  colonies  must  be  of  good  strength  early  in  the  spring  if  a  crop  is  to 
be  expected. 

Arrange  to  place  your  bees  in  a  suitable  location  so  that  they  can  be  handled 
properly  and  consequently  easily  inspected. 

The  inspection  work  would  be  considerably  more  effective  if  it  would  not 
be  for  the  extra  time  it  takes  to  inspect  colonies  with  frames  which  are  difficult 
to  remove  and  where  the  hives  are  covered  with  weeds  or  shrubs  or  scattered 
about  and  difficult  to  find.  A  colony  of  bees  in  a  modern,  movable  frame  hive 
in  an  accessible  location  requires  but  a  minute  or  two  to  examine;  while  one 
not  so  found  will  require  many  minutes. 

Plan  your  spring  work  now;  many  corrections  can  be  made  without  spend- 
ing any  money,  while  many  colonies  can  be  greatly  improved  by  investing  in 
some  frames  and  full  sheets  of  foundation.  — h  B   Kirk 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  HONEY   FLOW  IN  DELAWARE  COUNTY 

1931 

These  observations  were  made  on  the  date  of  first  blooming,  date  bees  were 
first  observed  working,  apparent  peak  of  honey  flow,  and  approximate  date;  the 
flow  ended,  on  twelve  important  honey  plants  in  Delaware  County.  Of  the 
twelve  plants  studied,  only  four  appear  to  be  of  importance  as  a  source  of  sur- 
plus honey. 

The  tulip  tree  furnished  the  first  surplus  of  the  season  and  the  latter  part 
of  its  flow  was  mixed  with  nectar  from  various  other  spring  flowers.  The  tulip 
honey  is  dark,  of  distinctive  flavor,  buti  of  fairly  good  quality,  and  sells  well  in 
this  section.  From  the  middle  of  July  to  the  last  of  August,  the  honey  flow  in 
this  section  practically  ceased. 

Bidens  loevis,  known  as  burr  marigold,  marsh  marigold,  and  other  names 
locally,  was  the  first  fall  blooming  plant.  Its  range  is  mostly  limited  to  the 
Delaware  River  water  front  and  the  adjacent  tide  water  swamps.  This  plant 
produces  a  very  fine  quality  of  honey,  light  amber  in  color. 

Goldenrod  and  wild  aster  were  the  last  to  produce,  the  goldenrod  coming 
a  little  earlier  than  the  wild  aster.  Most  of  the  honey  from  these  two  sources 
v^^as  mixed,  but  the  wild  aster  continued  long  enough  after  the  goldenrod  so 
that  it  was  possible  this  year  to  obtain  some  honey  which  was  almost  pure 
aster  honey. 


DATES 

,  „,     .      First  Bees  Peak    of   Flow 

Name  of  Plant     gjoom       working     Flow         Ended 


Remarks 


Dandelion  

Apple   

White  Clover 

Tulip  Tree  .... 
Blackberry  .... 

Locust 

Alsike  Clover 

Honey  Suckle 


May  1 


May  1 


May  3 
May  4 


May  10     |May  21 


May  25 
May  20 


May  29^ 
May  28 


May  26^     May  29 
June  1 


June  9 


May  8 


May  8 


June  25 


Yellow   Sumac   ....  June  10 


June  5        June  6 


May  31^ 
June  4 
May  30 
June  20 


May 

20 

May 

15 

? 

June 

6 

June  15 


June  5 
July  5 


No      surplus,      colonies 

building  jup 

Useful   for  building  up 
colonies.  No  surplus 
Slight  surplus    in    this 
section.    Extended    over 

long  period 

Heavy   flow   over   short 
period.  Honey  dark 
Doubtful      as      surplus 

source 

No     surplus.     Doubtful 
source 

Little  surplus 


June  20 


June  12     June  25 


June  25 


July  20 


Very  little  surplus  if  any 


Very    slighT^surplus    if 
any 


No  honey  source  of  importance--July  15-August  30 


Bidens  Loevis  

(Marsh  Marigold) 

Goldenrods  

Wild  Asters  


Aug.  21 
Aug.  28 


Sept.  1 


Aug.  30      Sept.  9      Sept.J.7 


Sept.  4 
Sept.  15 


Sept.  20 
Sept.  25 


Oct.  8 


Oct  15 


Short  very  heavy  flow. 
Fine  yellow  honey 


Slow,  irregular 


Slow  this  year.     Light 
amber  honey      
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Bees  were  observed  working  on  twenty-five  other  plants,  none  of  which 
appeared  to  be  of  any  importance  as  a  surplus  plant,  although  they  probably 
help  the  bees  to  maintain  themselves.  Bees  worked  on  cosmos  until  they  were 
killed  by  frost  about  the  middle  of  November. 

The  first  activity  of  bees  bringing  in  supplies  was  noted  on  February  26th 
when  bees  were  observed  bringing  in  yellow  pollen,  probably  from  the  alders. 
During  April,  the  bees  also  brought  in  nectar  from  some  undetermined  source 
possibly  from  the  blossoms  of  the  red  maple. 

Clovers  appear  to  be  of  very  slight  importance  in  this  section,  either  be- 
cause there  is  not  enough  of  the  plant  or  because  it  fails  to  secrete  nectar. 
The  plants  appear  to  be  fairly  abundant  and  are  worked  by  the  bees,  but  prac- 
tically no  light  honey  is  produced. 

This  section  is  hardly  to  be  considered  a  good  location  for  a  beekeeper  yet 
with  good  management  yields  of  50  to  150  lbs.  per  hive  have  been  produced. 
The  beekeeper  of  this  section  must  know  the  plants  which  produce  surplus  and 
have  his  bees  at  top  strength  at  the  beginning  of  the  honey  fiow,  which  con- 
sists almost  entirely  of  the  four  plants  mentioned  above.  — H.  O.  Wilcox 

(Information  of  this  kind  if  worked  up  for  the  whole  state  would  be  a  great 
deal  of  value  especially  if  it  extended  over  a  period  of  years). 


A  TIMELY  HINT 

During  the  winter  months  is  the  time  to  clean  up  the  section  supers,  put 
foundation  in  sections,  and  get  things  in  general  ready  for  the  next  season 
Many  of  us  put  this  work  off  until  tomorrow  and  finally  get  caught  in  the  rush 
of  a  honey  flow  without  enough  supers. 


Every  beekeeper  should  keep  a  close  watch  for  dead  colonies  so  that  no 
colony  which  has  died  during  the  winter  will  be  left  for  robbers.  Occasionally 
a  diseased  colony  will  be  accidently  overlooked  in  the  fall.  It  is  these  colonies 
that  die  and  do  great  damage  through  the  spread  of  foulbrood. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY  NOTES 

Bees  are  in  fine  shape.  I  fed  for  winter  early  when  aster  and  Golden-rod 
were  coming  in,  as  I  do  not  want  a  surplus  of  that  honey,  can't  sell  it,  and  it 
it;  N.  G.  for  winter  stores. 

Have  reduced  the  selling  price  of  honey  about  20  per  cent  but  it  does  not 
seem  to  move  honey  any  faster.  A  Pittsburgh  store  spoiled  our  sales  on  "Honey 
Butter,"  they  sold  pint  paper  cartons  at  25  cents.  It  was  coarse,  hard  and 
aster  and  Goldenrod  with  an  off  fiavor.  We  started  to  putJ  up  the  Honey  But- 
ter in  one  pound  glass  jars  and  have  been  selling  a  larger  amount. 

You  ask  about  our  shipping  some  of  our  honey  to  Ohio;  our  bookkeeper  has 
not  had  time  to  make  a  summary  of  expenses  and  production,  but  from  all  in- 
dications if  we  had  to  sell  the  honey  wholesale  and  not  at  our  roadside  market, 
I  am  afraid  we  would  not  come  out  even.  As  it  is  we  will  retail  all  we  pro- 
duced both  in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  Last  year  we  purchased  a  lot  of  honey 
but  this  year  will  just  about  sell  all  we  produced.  There  are  a  lot  of  prob- 
lems that  come  up  when  one  is  trucking  bees  250  miles.  One  yard  about  50 
miles  from  main  yard  did  not  produce  enough  honey  to  pay  expenses  just 
seemed  too  dry.  ^  : 

Our  best  hive  produced  over  250  pounds  clover  honey.  We  had  33  colonies 
of  bees  surrounded  by  60  acres  of  buckwheat  and  could  only  get  about  400  pounds 
to  extract  and  about  thre  cases  of  comb  honey.  Some  people  said  the  sun  came 
cut  too  hot  after  the  rains,  but  look  at  last  year  how  dry  it  was  and  with  less 
colonies  we  produced  a  ton  of  honey  and  had  a  lot  left  for  winter  stores.  Both 
years  the  buckwheat  was  mainly  the  Japanese  variety.  Around  this  locality  it 
is  hard  to  find  fields  of  buckwheat  over  10  acres,  mostly  less.         —A.  T.  Keil 
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CLEARFIELD  COUNTY  NOTES 

I  notice  that  in  the  November  issue  of  Gleanings,  Roots  say  they  can 
supply  queens  for  Christmas  gifts.  We  have  44  laying  queens  in  one  colony 
wintering  over  but  of  course  would  have  to  take  off  cover  and  dig  down  through 
the  packing  to  get  queens  out.  The  day  is  apparently  here  when  queens  may 
be  had  every  month  of  the  year,  weather  permitting  shipping. 

We  have  all  our  bees  packed  well  in  Buckwheat  hulls  with  slaters  felt  on 

the  outside  and  barring  some  unforseen  cause  we  will  have  bees  in  better  con- 
dition this  coming  season  than  for  many  years. 

The  past  year  was  good,  nothing  fancy,  but  business  was  fair  and  the 
weather  was  just  right  for  building  up  bees  and  the  production  of  queens  and 

honey,  we  produced  all  the  comb  and  extracted  honey  needed  for  our  trade 

without  buying  any.  — J.  B.  Hollopeter. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY  NOTES 


We  created  much  interest  with  our  honey  display  during  National  Honey 
Week  with  our  observation  hives.  We;  had  four  of  them  placed  in  four  of  the 
best  grocery  stores  in  our  section.  A  good  display  of  honey  with  a  large  poster, 
"National  Honey  Week,"  and  other  advertising  were  included  with  the  glass 
hive.  The  people  were  attracted  by  the  bees  and  the  sign  which  brought  them 
in  the  stores  in  large  numbers  thereby  making  sales  for  a  nice  lot  of  honey. 

We  packed  332  hives  in  quadruple  cases  made  over  the  plans  of  the  U.  S. 
Government  sent  out  a  few  years  ago.  We  use  planer  shavings  and  have  had 
good  results.  We  packed  our  bees  in  October.  This  year  the  weather  was  so 
warm  they  had  almost  daily  fiights  for  three  or  four  weeks  after  packing.  We 
did  not  put  the  rest  of  our  bees  in  the  bee  cellar  until  the  last  day  of  Novem- 
ber.   This  is  the  latest  we  ever  placed  bees  in  the  cellar. 


Our  sales  of  honey  have  been  good. 


—A.  B.  McHenry  &  Son 


ERIE  COUNTY  NOTES 

4-H  BEE  CLUB,  NORTH  EAST,  PENNA. 

Look  at  the  nice  Blue  Ribbon,  and  the  check  for  $5.00  we  got!  You  should 
have  seen  our  exhibit  at  the  Seventh  Annual  Exhibition  of  the  North  East 
Community  Association.  You  know,  honey  exhibits  are  rather  monotonous.  It 
is  always  the  same:  comb  honey  light,  comb  honey  dark,  bottled  honey  light, 
bottled  honey  dark,  and  if  you  are  lucky,  there  is  also  a  prize  for  the  largest 
and  best  exhibit  of  apiary  products. 

Well,  we  had  that,  and  it  was  DIFFERENT!  We  had  a  large  three-story 
house  built  of  comb  honey,  with  doors  and  windows  and  a  fence  around  it. 
lighted  by  electricity.  Charley  Grimshaw  showed,  a  miniature  bee  hive,  with  live 
bees  and  a  queen,  so  small  that  he  placed  it  under  a  glass  bell,  and  there  were 
miniature,  fiower  beds  from  which  the  bees  were  actually  gathering  and  carry- 
ing their  spoils  into  the  hive.  Then  there  was  a  German  Bee  hive,  90  years 
old,  of  quaint  architecture  and  still  quainter  interior.  This  aroused  great  m- 
terest  among  visiting  beekeepers.    In  front  of  that  was  a  lawn  with  flowers  on 


it.  and  apparently  live  bees  were  hovering  over  and  around  the  flowers,  and  when  . 
ladies  with  silk  stockings  came  too  close,  we  played  a  flash  light  on  those  bees, 
and  they  looked  down,  and  you  should  have  seen  them  jump  and  hear  them 
screech  when  those  bees  were  getting  near  their  ankls. 

There  were  three  models  of  bees,  a  queen,  a  drone  and  a  worker,  their  bodies 
of  plaster,  their  legs  of  wire,  all  painted  in  natural  colors,  but  to  make  it  funny, 
their  heads  were  human.  The  queen  had  a  sweet  doll  baby  face,  and  wore  a 
crown  of  gold,  with  a  long  veil  fluttering  from  it.  Arm  in  arm  with  her  walked 
her  husband,  Mr.  Drone,  with  a  stove  pipe  hat  on  his  head,  and  a  fiery-red 
nose,  smaking  a  longstemmed  pipe.  Behind  them  stood  Miss  Honey  Bee,  with 
a  sour  face,  and  an  inscription  which  explained  her  dyspeptic  looks:  "They 
have  all  the  fun,  and  I  have  to  do  all  the  work."  Naturally*,  this  created  much 
fun,  and  it  was  not  only  the  children  that  got  a  kick  out  of  it. 

There  was  comb  honey  of  all  shades,  and  liquid  honey  in  all  kinds  or  regu- 
lar and  odd-shaped  jars.  We  did  quite  a  thriving  business,  selling  and  taking 
orders.  So,  this  is  why  we  got  first  prize,  and  did  a  good  job  of  advertising. 
There  were  two  more  blue  ribbons,  one  for  light  comb  honey  and  one  for  dark, 
and  we  have  them  too!  Mr.  Patton,  our  friend  from  the  County  Agent's  of- 
fice, wanted  us  to  take  our  exhibit  down  to  Harrisburg  for  the  State  Farm  Pro- 
ducts Show,  but  we  can  hardly  do  this,  we  are  unfortunate  in  living  so  far 
away. 


ERIE   COUNTY  BEEKEEPERS   ASSOCIATION 

Just  think,  we  had  a  meeting  with  an  attendance  of  34!!  And  only  34 
notices  had  been  sent  out!  How  is  that  for  100  per  cent?  We  enlisted  some 
new  members  on  the  occasion.  This  was  on  October  9th,  the  meeting  being 
held  in  the  fine  quarters  of  the  Erie  County  Agricultural  Extension  Associa- 
tion. The  4-H  Bee  Club  of  North  East  had  three  of  its  members  in  line.  There 
is  always  something  interesting  to  see  in  Mr.  Paul  Crossman's  oflice,  and  the  writer 
likes  to  snoop  around  there  and  see  what  is  to  be  seen.  Mr.  C.  L.  Wright,  our 
secretary,  had  a  5-lb.  can  to  show  of  something  that  looked  like  small  moth- 
balls, or  pebbles.  But  when  you  got  a  whiff  of  it,  the  expert  recognized  it  as 
P.  D.  B.  (you  know  that  bee  moth  extinguisher  with  the  long  name). 

Father  Hepner,  the  president,  called  the  meeting  to  order,  greeted  the  mem- 
bers and  guests  present  with  a  few  words,  and  then  expressed  the  appreciation 
of  the  beekeepers  of  Erie  County  of  the  fine  work  done  by  Mr.  Raymond  Bent- 
/:v.  .  bee  mspector  for  Erie  County,  and  thanked  Mr.  Bentley  in  the  name 
of  the  Association.  A  rising  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the  eflicient  and  gentle- 
manly inspector.  He  had  been  especially  invited  for  this  purpose,  and  he  had 
the  good  taste  to  bring  his  "queen"  along.  Mr.  Bentley  then  gave  a  short  re- 
port of  the  work  done  in  Erie  County,  and  promised  a  reinspaction  of  some 
of  the  territory  to  see  how  things  would  shape  themselves  next  year. 

After  that.  Prof.  E.  J.  Anderson  addressed  the  meeting,  speaking  on  what 
he  had  seen  and  learned  during  his  recent  tour  of  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
State^  He  showed  a  section  of  real  "Golden"  Honey,  which  is  gathered  from 
Marsh  Marigold.  Then  followed  an  instruction  on  various  phases  of  winter- 
ing, with  ai  heavy  stress  on  windbreaks  and  air  drainage.  After  that  Mr  C 
L.  Wright,  and  Mr.  Patton,  of  the  County  Extension  Office,  showed'  a  very 
interesting  motion  picture,  entitled  "Bees,  How  They  Live  and  Work"  This 
v/as  followed  by  an  account  by  Father  Hepner  of  the  meeting  of  the  New  York 
Honey  Producers'  Uague  at  Hyde  Park,  N.  Y.,  the  summer  home  of  Governor 
Roosevelt,  which  he  had  attended  in  August.  Also  an  account  was  given  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Western  New  York  Beekeepers  at  the  yard  of  Mr.  Emil  Gute- 
kunst,  at  Colden,  N.  Y.,  at  which  Professor  Anderson,    Messrs,     Patton     and 
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Wright,  and  Father  Hepner  were  present  as  representatives  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvanians.  After  this  another  film  was  shown  on  the  subject  of  Honey 
Production,  comb  and  extracted.  An  interesting  and  spirited  round  table  dis- 
cussion closed  this  successful  meeting.  — M.  G.  Hepner. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY  NOTES 


While  making  the  last  visit  to  the  bee  yards  before  packing  we  left  from 
50  to  70  pounds  of  honey  with  each  colony,  this  was  the  last  week  in  Septem- 
ber. We  started  to  pack  November  1st  and  found  many  colonies  running  short 
ol  stores,  many  had  to  be  fed  20  pounds  of  syrup  to  bring  them  back  to  the 
desired  weight. 

The  December  issue  of  Gleanings  in  Bee  Culture  has  an  article  by  Wesley 
W.  Gsborn  stating  he  made  ten  gallons  of  apple  butter  using  70  per  cent  honey 
and  30  per  cent  sugar  as  the  sweetening  agent.  It  might  be  of  interest  to  know 
that  the  Trexler  Orchards  have  been  making  apple  butter  in  90  gallon  lots  using 
103  per  cent  honey  as  the  sweetening  agent.  Of  course  we  use  the  darker 
grades  of  honey  for  this  purpose.  —A.  L.  Trainer 


LYCOMING  COUNTY  NOTES 

After  a  very  slow  uphill  season  we  received  a  very  good  average  honey  crop. 
The  sales  have  been  slow  but  are  increasing  at  the  present.  Bees  are  all  packed 
m  thcir  wintering  cases  with  a  goodly  supply  of  stores  and  are  mostly  headed  by 
a  gccd  young  queen.    We  are  hoping  for  a  bumper  crop  for  1932. 

—Harry  A.  Merrill,  Muncy,  Pa. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY  NOTES 

Made  my  regular  trip  up  through  the  coal  regions  and  found  the  honey 
market  low  in  prices.  What  we  sold  for  $.25  two  years  ago  I  ^o^^^  selling  for 
$.15,  an  8  ounce  bottle.  Now  for  the  small  producer  to  pack  and  wholesale  his 
honey  in  bottles  means  a  small  profit  for  all  the  work  and  still  what  are  you 
gcTng  tc)  do  to  move  it?  If  we  could  wholesale  it  in  5  lb.  cans  for  $.70  or  $.75 
we  would  be  better  off,  but  you  cannot  find  the  market  m  this  section  for  that 
TrgTa  package.  It  is  a  case  of  moving  my  honey  in  whatever  size  P^^J^^^f 
I  find  the  merchant  and  consumer  asking  for,  which\m  most  cases  is  the  small 
b^^ttle  Comb  honey  does  not  seem  to  be  much  in  demand  on  account  of  the 
breakage  r  the  stores  by  careless  clerks  and  the  proprietor  does  not  want  to 
c[and  the  loss.  Credit  and  book  accounts  again  hit  the  honey  market,  many 
merchants  unwilling  to  stock  what  they  consider  unnecessary  articles  undei 
existing  conditions. 

Th-  brighter  side  of  my  business  is  the  honey  candy  at  this  season  of  the 
year    It  has  taken  some  time  to  build  up  what  business  I  have  in  this  line  but 

Susfied  customers  are  buying  at  this  time  of  the  y^fJ^'J:^^  TiLTll^'^^L^xes 
work  I  can  handle  just  now.  A  repaat  order  from  last  season  of  65—5  lb.  boxes 
means  they  must  hive  been  satisfied  with  what  I  gave  them  last  year  and  many 
S^Ser  orders,  repeat  orders  of  several  years,  seems  to  say  that  honey 
candies  ha^e  a  Sace' on  toe  market  if  we  make  them  right.  "^ '"eans  an^ut- 
lot  for  quite  a  few  pounds  of  the  honey  I  produce.  -D.  C.  Giinam 
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OUR  MEMBERSHIP 

In  reviewing  the  active  membership  of  our  Association  we  find  a  great 
variation  in  the  number  of  members  from  any  one  county.  The  figures  make 
one  realize  the  small  percentage  of  the  beekeepers  of  the  State  which  belong 
to  our  State  Association.  Of  an  estimated  number  of  23,000  beekeepers  for 
Pennsylvania  less  than  one  percent  or  less  than  one  for  each  hundred  actually 
pay  dues  into  the  State  Association. 

The  counties  with  the  largest  number  of  members  are: 

Schuylkill  28  Jefferson 14 

Carbon  25  Clearfield  13 

S"<^l^r   19  Bradford 13 

^^^^  18  Lycoming   13 

The  following  counties  do  not  have  any  members/  in  the  active  list*  Forest 
Bedford,  Fulton,  Fayette,  Beaver,  Mercer,  Cameron.  Clinton  and  Potter. 

The  following  counties  have  only  one:  McKean,  Sullivan,  Union,  Susque- 
hanna, Centre,  Greene.  Washington.  There  seems  still  to  be  considerable  op- 
portunity for  work  in  this  direction. 


BRADFORD  COUNTY  NOTES 

By  Harry  W.  Beaver,  Troy,  Pa. 

Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year  to  you  all.  Another  season  has 
come  and  gone,  most  of  us  have  had  a  fair  to  good  crop  and  by  the  tone  of 
letters  received,  a  great  many  have  most  of  their  crops  sold,  some  at  rather  low 
prices.  We  have  heard  of  some  cases  of  ton  lots  of  five  pound  pails  going  for 
a  quarter  each,  this  is  entirely  unnecessary  when  car  lots  of  the  same  grade  of 
honey  are  selling  for  5c  in  kegs. 

Such  dumping  of  honey  on  a  weak  market  only  spells  ruination  to  all  con- 
cerned. Honey  produced  in  a  slipshod  manner  probably  has  to  be  sold 
cheap  to  sell  at  all.  but  the  customer  that  gets  a  clean,  well-packed  pro- 
duct will  send  a  long  way  and  pay  a  good  price  for  it  rather  than  take  a  chance 
on  a  low-priced  product  that  is  not  so  well  packed. 

Owing  to  having  a  good  crop  of  apples  to  harvest  we  did  not  get  our  bees 
packed  till  November  23d  but  as  there  was  a  lot  of  warm  weather  afterwards 
they  had  ample  time  for  cleansing  flights,  which  they  took  good  advantage  of. 

We  dump  our  wax  accumulations  in  a  small  building  which  we  have  built 
en  purpose  for  a  v/ax  rendering  house,  and  once  a  year  we  render  up  the  pile 
It  took  us  eight  full  days  this  year  and  the  pile  yielded  seventeen  hundred 
pounds  of  wax. 

Owing  to  the  low  price  of  honey  there  will  be  a  great  number  of  beekeepers 
going  out  of  the  business,  but  we  who  are  making  our  bread  and  honey  from 
the  businesr.  are  in  the  position  of  the  Doughboy  who  captured  a  Heine  in  no 
mans  land  and  yelled  to  his  Captain  that  he  had  a  prisoner.  He  was  told  to 
bring  him  in,  he  replied,  I  can't,  "then  come  in  yourself"  said  the  Captain 
I  can  t  said  the  Doughboy  "he  won't  let  me."  Many  of  us  feel  that  we  can't 
keep  going  and  we  can't  let  go.  Let  us  look  for  the  better  times  that  are  com- 
ing and  get  our  supplies  ready  for  the  coming  year  while  the  blizzards  blizz 
and  SAY  lets  all  go  to  the  big  show  at  the  Burg  and  don't  forget  the  big 
meeting  in  Room  D  in  the  big  show  building,  and  until  then.    "So  long  " 


r 


I 


^.— 


•'    ■■■■   ■■    » ji  ■■ 

FLOYD   H.   SANDT 

Dealer  In 

LEWIS    QUALITY    BEE    SUPPLIES    AND    DADANT'S    WIRED 

FOUNDATION ^24  Hour  Service 

R.  D.  No.  2  EASTON,  PA. 
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